
 

 

 
 

May 2007  
 

Gala Ball and Awards set to go off! 
 
The Northern Territory Seafood Industry Gala Ball and Awards are on again this year 
at the Stokes Hill Wharf on the evening Saturday 9th June 2007, to celebrate and 
recognise excellence within our industry. A number of nominations were received and 
independent judges are currently determining the winners. Winners will be announced 
at the Gala Ball and Awards night.  

       
       Award Categories 
Seafood Restaurant Award 
Seafood Business Award 
Seafood Industry Producer Award 
Research and Development Award 
Seafood Industry Promotion Award 
Environment Award 
Seafood Training Award 
Seafood Industry Icon Award 

 
 
This event cannot occur without the generous sponsorship of both industry members 
and supporting businesses. The sponsorship so far received will assist in sending NT 
award category winners to the National Awards held in Hobart later this year. This 
will be the second year that the NT will compete in the National competition, with four 
of our six entries last year making it to the finals. 
 
Tickets are selling fast for this black tie event. Contact the Seafood Council on  
8981 5194 or email ntsc@ntsc.com.au to secure your ticket. Tickets are $165 per 
person (tables of ten available) and include a tapas style six course meal with wine, 
beer or soft drinks.  

It will be a fabulous night, we hope to see you there! 

 
2005 Icon Award winner Bill Passey with 

award presenter Chief Minister, Clare Martin 
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Chairman’s Report 
 

Since the last newsletter, two Board meetings have been held, one in January and the 
most recently in late April. Minister Chris Natt, John Carroll, Chief Executive, 
Department of Primary Industries, Fisheries and Mines and Heather Brayford, 
Executive Director, Fisheries attended either one or both of these meetings. They 
heard directly from the Board about the issues the seafood industry is currently facing.  
 
The Board has began processes that will enable the Seafood Council to function more 
efficiently and improve governance procedures. The Board is developing a number of 
policies for the Seafood Council which will be rolled out as they are finalised. Priority 
will be placed on developing an access policy. 
 
Both the Chairman and CEO have met with Minister Chris Natt and the Executive 
Director of Fisheries, Heather Brayford on separate occasions to discuss a range of 
issues currently facing the seafood industry. I am pleased to report that Minister Chris 
Natt has requested a follow up meeting after each Board Meeting to ensure he is kept 
informed of Seafood Council issues. The Seafood Council looks forward to 
maintaining this level of communication with both Fisheries and the Minister. 
 
 

Chief Executive Officers Report 
 
Since December 2006 Seafood Council staff have been working to draft a Strategic 
Plan for the 2007 - 2010. Recently much of the Seafood Council’s resources have been 
committed to negotiating the 3D seismic survey in our offshore 
waters and more recently the Federal Court’s decision in Blue 
Mud Bay.   
 
To assist the Seafood Council in dealing with the innumerable 
tasks at hand, the Department of Primary Industry, Fisheries 
and Mines has kindly provided the Seafood Council a staff 
member on secondment, Pam Hose, until 30 June 2007.  
 
Pam has recently graduated with a degree in Business and 
through her work in mining administration has a considerable 
background in native title and Aboriginal land rights. During 
her time with the Council, Pam is assisting in a range of duties 
to help improve some of out internal processes and allow the 
Seafood Council to be more active. 
  
 

Senator Scullion Moves into Howard Ministry 
 

In late January, Prime Minister John Howard reshuffled his Ministry which resulted in 
the appointment of Senator Nigel Scullion of the Northern Territory to the portfolio of 
Minister for Community Services. Nigel Scullion will again be joining us at the Gala 
Ball and Awards night to celebrate our industry. 

 
Pam Hose on secondment 

from DPIFM 
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New Executive Director of Fisheries 
 
The Northern Territory Seafood Council extends a warm 
welcome to Heather Brayford, who took up the position of 
Executive Director of Fisheries on the 12th of February this 
year.  
 
Heather comes to the Territory with over 20 years 
experience working for the Western Australian Department 
of Fisheries.  In Western Australia she was involved in the 
development, implementation and review of several 
fisheries management plans and most recently was Manager 
of Strategic Planning and Policy. 
 
Heather says she is impressed by the Territory’s record in 
sustainable fisheries management.  She sees her 
appointment as a great opportunity to work closely with 
industry and the community in maintaining and strengthening the management of the 
Northern Territory’s fisheries.   
 
DPIFM Chief Executive, John Carroll says the new appointment will ensure Fisheries 
is in good hands. “Ms Brayford brings a wealth of experience to this position, 
particularly in the areas of pearling and aquaculture,” he said, “my management team 
and I are looking forward to working with her for the benefit of all fishers in the 
Territory”. 

 
 

Blue Mud Bay 
 

In the recent Blue Mud Bay case the Federal Court granted traditional owners 
exclusive rights over waters between the high and low water tide marks in areas 
adjacent to Aboriginal land. This decision affects 80% of the Northern Territory’s 
coastline and takes effect from 2nd March 2007.   
 
An appeal has been made against the 2nd March 2007 decision and it is expected that 
the High Court will consider this matter in 2007, with a decision by 2008. 
 
In conjunction with the Northern Land Council (NLC) and the NT Government the 
Seafood Council has signed an interim commercial licensing regime which will 
maintain the status quo until two months after the High Court decision (and will then 
be extended for at least 12 months after the decision). 
 
The NLC has compiled a fact sheet titled Interim Commercial Fishing Licences and is 
available on their website www.nlc.org.au. If you still seek further information, please 
call the NLC on 1800 645 299. 
 

 
Heather Brayford 
Director Fisheries 
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Board Profiles 
 

Brian Koennecke 
 

Brian was born and bred in the upper south east of 
South Australia (where there aren’t many fish!). Brian 
and his wife Barbara came to the Territory in 1979. In 
1986 they move to Gove to take up positions at the 
local hospital. It was the pristine waters off  
Nhulunbuy that inspired Barbara’s interest in 
snorkelling and marine life. It was this interest that led 
to the development of their aquarium business.   
 
What stared as humble beginnings is now a successful 
business collecting and selling ornamental fish, live 
rock and coral all over Australia.  

 
Brian has been active on the industry organisation front since day one. He played a 
pivotal role in the formation of the Aquarium Committee and was elected as the 
inaugural Chairman of the Aquarium Committee, a position he holds to this day.  
 
Brian works tirelessly for the Aquarium Committee, particularly the transferability of 
licences and practical licence conditions. He and Barbara are leaders in the Seafood 
Festival and make a major contribution to the aquarium displays.  
 
 

David Caracciolo 
 
At the ripe age of 13, David became involved in the 
barramundi, crab and salmon fisheries around Mackay, 
Queensland. Later he became involved in the Barrier 
Reef line fishery, selling his product to local fish and 
chip shops.  
 
In the mid 80’s David’s business focus began to shift 
towards the wholesale market. With the wholesale 
business expanding into the food service industry 
David had to go further a field to purchase his seafood. 
Consequently, he began sourcing barramundi, 
mackerel and prawns from local NT fishers.  
 
Today David operates a wholesale business in Darwin where he can directly export 
NT product overseas, Queensland and the eastern seaboard. 
 
Dave has been a keen supporter of the Darwin Seafood Festival and is keen to lift the 
profile of seafood and the industry. He has been on the board of the Northern Territory 
Seafood Council since the inception of the NT Trader / Processor Licensee Committee 
in 2003. 

 
David Caracciolo 

Chairman NT Trader/Processor  
Licensee Committee  

Brian Koennecke  
Chairman, Aquarium Committee 
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Gove Wharf 
 

On 21st February 2007 a meeting was held at the Seafood Council with representatives 
from the Seafood Council Board and the NT Government to discuss development 
issues with Gove Wharf. As a result it has been proposed that a scoping study of Gove 
Wharf be undertaken. Terms of reference are completed and consultants are being 
briefed. The Seafood Council has written to John Carroll, Chief Executive of 
Department of Primary Industries, Fisheries and Mines flagging issues which the 
Seafood Council would like considered in the study. 
 
 

Barra Aquaculture Initiative -Industry Development 
 
The Barramundi sector of the aquaculture industry has 
employed a consultant to examine the industry sector as a 
whole and prepare an overarching Strategic Plan that will 
take the industry forward over the next ten years. The 
consultant’s findings will be presented back to industry in 
the form of a workshop. This is expected to occur over the 
next few months. 
 
The Aquaculture Licensee Committee was successful in 
gaining funding assistance for this work. The funding was 
obtained under two NT Government programs, FarmBis 
and Territory Business Growth. 
 
For any information on FarmBis contact David Collinson, 
NT Farmbis co-ordinator 8999 2077. Details on the 
Territory Business Growth program are below. 
 
 

Territory Business Growth –Department of Business, Economic 
and Regional Development 

 

The Territory Business Growth program is a home-grown Northern Territory 
Government initiative which offers information, funding and development services to 
enhance business performance, profitability, employment levels and market 
penetration. In a nutshell, it will help your business and the Territory to grow. 
 
A copy of the Business Growth Program Guide can be downloaded from DBERD’s 
website http://www.nt.gov.au/business/ by following the link to the business programs 
section. 
 
Territory Business Growth can fund from 50 to 100 percent of the program cost up to a 
maximum of $10,000. For more information contact Mac’ MacCartie on 8981 5194 or 
Graeme Kevern, DBERD on 8999 5479. 

 
Barramundi Harvest 
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Skilled Labour  
 
The Seafood Council successfully gained an outreach migration officer to assist 
industry members in obtaining temporary (457) visas for skilled migration. An 
Australian immigration officer will be available at the Seafood Council office for half 
a day a week, for a period of 18 months starting shortly. 

 
 

What’s that Protected Species? 
 

The Australian Fisheries Management Authority (AFMA) has recently released a 
“boat friendly” ID guide on protected species. This guide provides pictures and 
information on a large range of species. 
 
While the guide is primarily intended for Commonwealth licensees, NT fishers may 
find it of interest. The Council has obtained a number of copies, one of which will be 
forwarded to each member of the Board. The remainder (a small number) are held at 
the Council offices should you like a copy.  
 
For further information on the guide and interactions with protected species, contact 
Tim Smith at AFMA on 1300 723 621 or email tim.smith@afma.gov.au. 

 
 

Daly River Research 
 

CSIRO and Charles Darwin 
University are undertaking a 
research project to understand 
the contribution of the Daly’s 
ecosystem services to 
commercial and/or recreational 
activities for the purpose of 
ensuring these services are 
maintained into the future. The 
researchers are seeking the 
input of people involved in 
commercial fishing near the 
Daly River.  
 
If you would like to contribute 

to this research through sharing your expertise and experience gained from working in 
the region, please contact Anna Straton on 8944 8420 or email anna.straton@csiro.au 
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Logbooks – the necessary evil! 
 

Fisheries management in Australia goes back many decades. Managing a fishery was 
once likened to managing a forest – except you can’t see the trees and they move! 
 
Good management decisions rely heavily on thorough research and in particular, on 
the collation and interpretation of accurate and up to date statistics. Logbooks – 
paperwork – the bane of every commercial fisher! Good management depends on 
accurate information and innovative modelling to arrive at the best possible decisions 
that affect your fishery. This is why your returns, even “nil returns”, are so vitally 
important.  
 
This was recently highlighted when the Seafood Council and the Fisheries Group were 
trying to assess the potential effects of 3D seismic activity on the Timor Reef fishery. 
The licence holders referred extensively to their catch data and it proved invaluable to 
have this verified data at hand.  
 
Using this data, EWL Sciences were able to plot the areas of greatest importance to 
fishers, thus clearly demonstrating the areas that had the potential for greatest impact. 
Not only is this information essential in managing our fish stocks, it is a condition of 
licence, that is, a legal requirement to provide this information to the Fisheries Group. 
 
Remember – the decisions that affect your fishery depend very much on the 
information that you provide. 
 
 

Primary Production and Processing Standard for Seafood 
 

As most of you will know, the Food Standards Australia New Zealand organisation 
was given the responsibility to develop a mandatory standard for the Primary 
Production and Processing of Seafood.  
 
The standard is soon to come into effect.  The Seafood Council is working with the 
related government agencies to implement this standard in the Northern Territory. 
Adoption of the standard Australia wide is important for the seafood industry. It will 
ensure base line food safety and enhance consumer confidence in Australian seafood.   
 

E-info 
Much information and news relevant to the seafood industry is 
available electronically. Please send an e-mail to the Seafood 
Council (ntsc@ntsc.com.au) so we can update our records and 
forward to you relevant media releases, articles of interest and 
news to keep you up to date. 
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Women’s Industry Network Seafood Community 
 
The Women’s Industry Network Seafood Community (WINSC) is the only national 
organisation in Australia which represents women in the seafood industry.  
 
WINSC aims to: 

·  enhance the role of  women for the benefit of the seafood industry; 
·  raise the profile of seafood women; 
·  recognise and improve the skills of seafood women; 
·  create a supportive environment to ensure women of the seafood industry reach 

their potential; 
·  actively encourage the involvement of seafood women; 
·  provide community education on all aspects of the seafood industry. 

 
The NT WINS group invites any interested seafood industry people to contact 
Marianne St Clair on 8981 0055 or email marianne@pitac.org.au. 
 

 

Coastal Net Buy Back Update 
 

The Department of Justice is currently preparing documentation required for the 
purchase of coastal net licences from those licensees who have agreed to sell their 
licences at a price acceptable to the Government.  
 
As the Evaluation Panel cannot guarantee sufficient funds will be available to buy all 
the licences before 30 June 2007, the buying back of licences at an agreed value will 
be a “first in first served” basis. 

 
 

Marine Protected Areas 
 
At the Territory level a new Marine Park Advisory Committee has been formed and 
the Seafood Council is a member of the committee. The first meeting was held on 
Friday 9th March 2007. The Committee is made up of a range of stakeholders 
including recreational fishers, scuba divers, fishing tour operators, aquaculture and 
commercial fishers. The Advisory Committee has been put together to produce a draft 
NT Marine Protected Area (MPA) Strategy for public release. The draft strategy will 
include a process for the development, public consultation and consideration of MPA 
proposals including those for Bynoe Harbour. The next meeting is to be held on 22 
June 2007. 
 
And at the Commonwealth level, Dr Annemarie Watt, Department of the Environment 
and Water Resources addressed the Board on the progress of the Commonwealth’s 
planning process for the northern marine region. It was agreed that a draft Regional 
Profile will be sent the Seafood Council before it is finalised to ensure it accurately 
reflects our industries activities. 
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2007 Darwin Seafood Festival 
 
Sunday the 17th of June will see the Darwin 
Seafood Festival held on Fisherman’s Wharf. The 
festival will remain a one day event and the date 
has well and truly been locked into the Darwin dry 
season calendar. Austar has retained its primary 
sponsorship role amongst the many other sponsors. 
The Northern Territory Seafood Council will again 
play an important role in the success of the festival.  
 
Festival organisers are going to reduce the cost of booths to encourage greater 
participation. To offset this, the organisers are looking to industry to sponsor product. 
This is the industry’s opportunity to show case its wares! If you or your company wish 
to sponsor product please call Michelle Wild on 0414 457 890. 
 
The Seafood Council is committed to supporting the festival as a way to promote local 
seafood to the community including catering and hospitality sectors, public and 
tourists alike. 
 
 

Fish Health Workshop 
 
The Aquaculture Licensee Committee and 
John Humphrey, DPIFM’s Veterinary 
Pathologist held a fish health workshop at 
Berrimah Farm on Thursday 22nd March 2007. 
Sixteen people from the aquaculture sector 
attended the free workshop to learn more 
about disease management. 
 
John Humphrey provided an overview of the 
general issues with fish health and gave 
attendees the invaluable opportunity to pick 
his very knowledgable brain in respect to fish disease. The seminar then had a 
practical element where attendees were taught how to identify a diseased fish using a 
microscope.  
 
The workshop was a big success with attendees able to now apply what they have 
learnt to their day to day operations. 
 
John Humphrey is gearing up for retirement in late 2007 and will leave very large 
shoes to fill. John is one of Australia’s most respected Veterinary Pathologists and the 
Northern Territory has been very fortunate to have his expertise.  
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Support for Shore Based Industry 
 
Following the recent buy back in the Northern Prawn Fishery, the Federal Government 
issued an assistance package aimed at the shore based support industry. Despite this 
assistance package being released in 2005, it appears that many industry members are 
unware of its existence. 
 
Businesses which have attempted to qualify for financial assistance have found it 
difficult to meet the qualification criteria. Despite industry concerns being raised with 
the Fisheries Minister, Eric Abetz and his advisors, no change to the criteria has been 
forthcoming. 
 
A public meeting to discuss the inadequacies of the package and it’s associated 
guidelines and criteria is currently being organised and will be held in Cairns in late 
May or early June. Businesses affected by the reduction in the Prawn Fleet who wish 
to know more about the meeting are urged to contact Bill McLeod on 07 4035 1364 or 
email mcleodengineering@bigpond.com.  
 
Information about the assistance package can be downloaded from the internet at 
www.daff.gov.au/fishingfuture. 
 
 

Seafloor Exploration and Mining Workshop – Sydney 
 
In March, the CSIRO held a series of workshops in Sydney to gain a better 
understanding of current social perceptions towards seafloor exploration and mining. 
Katherine Sarneckis (NTSC) and Philippe Puig (EWL Science) attended the one day 
workshop, funded by CSIRO, to represent the Northern Territory.  They were joined 
by representatives from Tasmania, Queensland and the Victorian seafood industry 
associations, environmental groups and local councils. 
 
The CSIRO is currently researching the viability of expanding the mineral industry 
through seafloor mining. The Seafood Council will continue to be involved in 
consultations with the CSIRO.  
 
 

Advance in Seafood Leadership 
 

Seafood Council staff member, Katherine Sarneckis has started the six month 
leadership course run by Leading Industries. She will be undertaking a review of 
current consultative systems (such as Management Advisory Committees) used in the 
Northern Territory. On completion of the course project Katherine will present her 
recommendations for each of our NT fisheries in respect to the most suitable 
consultative structure to seafood industry participants in Canberra.  
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New framework for interaction between Government staff and 
non-Government agencies. 

 
John Carroll, Chief Executive of the Department Primary Industry, Fisheries and 
Mines has unveiled a new departmental policy for staff who deal with industry 
organisations and the like. For those interested in viewing the policy please go to 
http://www.nt.gov.au/dpifm/Content/File/P301A.pdf 
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Event Date Venue 

Genetag Workshop Tuesday 29th May 2007 Seafood Council 

Aquaculture Licensee Committee 
Annual General Meeting and 
General Meeting 

Friday 8th June 2007 Seafood Council 

Aquarium Committee General 
Meeting 

Wednesday 13th June 2007 Seafood Council 

NTSC Board Meeting Thursday 14th June 2007 Seafood Council 

Northern Territory Seafood Industry  
Ball & Awards 

Saturday 9th June 2007 Stokes Hill Wharf, Darwin  

Darwin Seafood Festival Sunday 17th June 2007 Fisherman’s Wharf, Darwin 

NMSC Marine Skills Industry Forum 10 – 11th July 2007 Brisbane 

Seafood Directions 2007 30th October – 2 November 2007 Hobart 

 
 
 
 
 

For Sale 
 
Excellent investment opportunity @ 9% P.A. two Northern Territory 
wild catch fishing licences, fully leased, in lucrative, small, well 
managed fisheries. $500k ea. Phone 0428 114 413. 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 



 

 

The following recipe is courtesy of Charles Bryce. Charles is a Fisheries Technical 
Officer and former ABC radio chef. He is also responsible for some of the recipes 

featured on the NTSC recipe cards. 
 

 

 
BAKED FISH IN SESAME SAUCE 

 
This recipe is especially suited for lovers of Lebanese food. 

 
Ingredients: 1kg good white fish fillets, eg gold band snapper 
   ½ tblspn salt 
   olive oil 
   2 medium onions, finely chopped  
   ½ cup lemon or lime juice 
   1 cup sesame seed oil 
   2 cloves garlic, finely crushed 
 
Method: 
Rub fillets all over with salt and leave in the fridge for about 2 hours.  Take 
out of fridge and leave for another hour. Brush with olive oil and bake at 
approx. 180ºC for 20 minutes or until the fillets are cooked and flaky. 
 
Sauce:   
Sauté onions and garlic in olive oil until brown.  Slowly beat the lemon or 
lime juice into the sesame seed oil until it resembles the consistency of 
mayonnaise, a little water may need to be added.  A shortcut can be taken 
here, by using 1 cup of tahini, but it takes so little time, so why not make 
the real thing! 
 
Add onions and garlic to the sauce and pour over the fish and bake at a 
medium heat for a further 10-15 minutes. 
 
Serving: 
This recipe can be served either hot or cold. My preference is cold with a 
good garden salad and a bottle of white wine. Serves four. 
 

 


