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Buoyancy saves lives 
 

In March this year, three commercial crabbers set out from Borroloola heading for the 

Roper River only to be become embroiled in the fury of Cyclone Paul.  

 

One of the three vessels experienced engine difficulties as did the vessel that came to 

assist due to the rough weather. It is believed that two of the three vessels took a 

considerable amount of water before all three vessels were stranded south of the 

Limmen River mouth.  

 

Unable to get the vessels going the trio spent 

several uncomfortable days within their 

vessels waiting for the storm to pass before 

being located by a Police search plane.  

  

Senior Sergeant Stephen Martin, Officer in 

charge of the Police Marine and Fisheries 

Enforcement Unit (PMFEU), praised 

Sherwood Thorbjornsen and his crew for 

modifying all their vessels to comply with 

current buoyancy standards. 

 

He said he was in no doubt that the fact that the vessels remained afloat and upright in 

the cyclonic weather at the time has saved the lives of the three commercial fishermen. 

 

"We strongly urge all commercial fishers to follow the lead of the crabbing industry 

and invest in life saving improvements to all existing vessels, safety gear and 

emergency procedures," said Mr Martin. 

 

He went on to say that the number one priority of the Police Marine and Fisheries 

Enforcement Unit was to keep all people safe on the water. Minimum buoyancy 

standards help them achieve this.  

 

Industry bouyancy trials of mud crab vessels 

undertaken in March 2010 at Manton Dam 
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Quick Read 
 

Australian Awards 
The Territory won two of 

the 2010 Australian Seafood 

Industry Awards, which 

were held in Melbourne in 

April 2010. See page 5. 

 

Get Online! 
Have you visited the 

Support NT Caught website 

yet? If not get online! 

supportntcaught.com.au 

 

 

 
 

 

Aviation Futures 2015 
The NT Government has 

released a report Aviations 

Futures 2015 outlining a 

five year strategy to grow 

airline services into the NT. 

The report is available for 

download from the internet.  

 

Seismic Disruptions 
The NTSC has received 

reports from fishers about 

reduced catches in the 

Timor Sea which have co-

incided with seismic 

exploration activities. 

Further investigations into 

this matter are underway. 

 

Alliance Priorities  
The National Seafood 

Industry Alliance (NSIA) 

met in Canberra 2 & 3
rd
 

June to review its key 

priorities. The NSIA also 

meet with Minister Peter 

Garrett and DEWHA staff 

about the Marine 

Bioregional Planning 

Process. See page 7 for 

further details. 

Chairmanôs Report 
 

Hope this finds you well.  There 

are a number of issues than are 

progressing well in many areas 

and fisheries at the moment; the 

introduction of quota in the Timor 

Reef Fishery, rationalised 

management of the Demersal and 

Trawl fishery and growing 

support and momentum for 

Country of Origin labelling 

nationally, improvements in the 

management of the crab fishery 

and much more.   

 

There are of course a greater number of problems ï 

marine parks, blue mud bay, a fisheries Act that makes it 

almost impossible to legally operate a vessel and problems 

with safety and manning requirements for fishing vessels.  

All too much to detail in my short piece so instead Iôm 

going to talk about mediation!!! 

 

If you are anything like me I linked mediation instantly 

with hippies from the north coast of NSW, so when 

Katherine suggested I do a five day course I was a little 

sceptical.   

 

Well I can tell you my misconception couldnôt have been 

father from the truth.  In reality mediation is fairly orderly 

process where two parties are encouraged to consider all 

options and seek out a resolution to problems that meet 

both their needs.   

 

Ok thereôs that first hippy concept ï compromise.  We are 

not very good at that in the fishing industry ï in fact most 

of our success comes from the fact we hate to lose and 

more importantly thrive on winning!!  Having worked 

through numerous role plays over the five days trying to 

resolve some very difficult arguments, the effectiveness of 

using a structured mediation process was very apparent. 

 

The truth is we at the Seafood Council are just getting 

tired of fishermen screaming at each other!!!  We have 

enough people throwing rocks at us without arguing with 

each other. 

   

http://www.supportntcaught.com.au/
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We have all seen arguments between fishers getting out of 

hand, bullying, threats, screaming and shouting ï and often 

over the tiniest of issues.  We just wonôt back down or give an 

inch.   

 

I am no different which is probably why Katherine sent me on 

the course!!  Well now I know there is a much better way and 

hopefully Katherine and I can bring the skills we learnt into the 

everyday operations of the Seafood Council ï no more 

screaming in the boardroom!!   

 

In addition, if fishers do have issues they are struggling to 

resolve either Katherine or I would be more than happy to 

provide some direction of how using mediation could help you 

reach a resolution.  So if you would like help with an issue just 

contact us at the Seafood Council. 
 

Rob Fish 

Chairman ï Northern Territory Seafood Council 

 

 

NTSC Members Survey 
 

As most of you will be aware, the Seafood Council recently 

conducted a survey of its members. Just under one fifth of 

NTSC members completed the surveyed on what they thought 

of the Seafood Council, its performance, future direction and its 

communication with the broader membership base. 

 

The results are currently being compiled and analysed and a 

full report will be presented to the Board at its August meeting. 

The report will be used to assist the Board in defining future 

priorities and enhancing its engagement with members. 

 

Below are a few of the trends recorded as part of the 2010 

survey regarding the website and newsletter: 

 

 39% of respondents had visited the NTSC website 

(www.ntsc.com.au) in last 12 months; 

 85% find the content in the Seafood Council Newsletter to 

be relevant; 

 96% thought the distribution of the Newsletter on a 

quarterly basis is frequent enough; and 

 33% would prefer to only receive the newsletter via e-mail. 

Quick Read 
 

Blue Mud Bay 
The Tiwi Islands have not 

extended their interim 

arrangements with the NT 

Government for access for 

fishers to the inter-tidal 

zone.  

www.fishing.nt.gov.au/ 

 

Eat a Local 
Keep your eyes peeled for 

the next publication of This 

Week in Darwin which will 

include an advert and 

editorial about why people 

should support NT caught. 

 

 
 

Report Mislabelling 
Food outlets selling seafood 

are required to state when 

imported product is being 

used. If you are aware of a 

venue that is not doing this, 

let us know! 

 

Harbour Clean-Up 

A Darwin Harbour Clean-

Up is set to be undertaken 

on 13
th
 July 2010. See the 

inserted flyer for further 

information. 

 

E-Newsletter 
You can now register for 

your electronic copy of 

Seafood Council News by 

emailing ntsc@ntsc.com.au  

http://www.fishing.nt.gov.au/
mailto:ntsc@ntsc.com.au
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SeaNet Officer, Lyn Lambeth & Fisheries Extension 
Officer, John MacCartie at Fredôs Pass Rural Show 

          

        SeaNet Update 

 
 

 

Lyn and the Chair of OceanWatch Australia, Brad Warren, attended the Carpentaria 

Ghost Net Summit in Karumba, Queensland. The Summit acknowledged much of the 

marine debris in northern Australia is believed to be coming from foreign fishing 

vessels and methods of identifying, quantifying and dealing with the problem were 

discussed.  

 

Funding has been sourced from the NT Natural Resource Management Board through 

their Coastcare program for the Northern Territory Seafood Council to manage a 

Darwin Harbour Marine Debris Clean-Up day. The clean-up, which is being co-

ordinated by SeaNet NT, is now planned for 13
th
 July 2010 and any assistance would 

be appreciated. The clean-up day will bring together a wide range of stakeholders and 

should generate some good publicity. 

 

SeaNet Officer Lyn Lambeth held a 

stall with the Carpentaria Ghost Net 

Program at the Natural Resource 

Management (NRM) Knowledge Fair 

on the Esplanade.  

 

A SeaNet stall was also set up 

alongside the NTSC over two days at 

the Fredôs Pass Rural Show - 

showing videos, posters, an example 

of a Turtle Excluder Device (TED) 

and speaking to a couple of hundred 

people about the fishing industry and 

sustainable initiatives.  

 

Lyn also gave an overview on OceanWatch Australia, SeaNet and sustainable fisheries 

initiatives to Indigenous Marine Rangers undertaking their Certificate II  in Marine 

Compliance at Jabiru in May 2010. 

 

The SeaNet NT YouTube site (http://www.youtube.com/user/SeaNetNT) now has 8 

videos posted with over 2,500 hits. According to YouTubeôs analysis of the hits, 80% 

of those watching the videos are male and 20% female, and 45% are aged between 35 

and 44 years old. Half of the hits have come from Australia with the most popular 

video being Bycatch and the Northern Prawn Fishery. The next most popular place of 

origin for those watching the videos is the United States and their most watched videos 

are split equally between Bycatch and the Northern Prawn Fishery and A mud crabôs 

journey. 

 

For further information Lyn Lambeth c an be contacted on 08 8981 5194 or 0421 

054 274 or by email lyn@oceanwatch.org.au 

http://www.youtube.com/user/SeaNetNT
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The NT takes out TWO national awards 

Following on from last years very successful Northern Territory Seafood Industry 

awards night, the recipients of those awards went up against their national 

counterparts. Winners of the 2009 NT Seafood Awards were nominated and sponsored 

by the Northern Territory Seafood Council to compete in the 2010 Australian Seafood 

Industry Awards. The National awards were held in conjunction with the national 

Seafood Directions conference in Melbourne in April. 

  

For the first time in the history of the awards, the Territory took out not one but two 

awards. NT Fisheries Indigenous Development Unit took out the Seafood Training 

Award and the Environment Award went to the NT Fisheries Aquatic Biosecurity 

Unit. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Helen Cribb, NT Fisheries Aquatic Biosecurity, winner of the Australian Seafood Industry Environment 
Award; Robert (Bo) Carne and Simon Xuereb, Fisheries Group Indigenous Development Unit winner of 

the Australian Seafood Industry Training Award. Photograhy: Emily Guy 
 

NTSC CEO, Katherine Sarneckis said that ñThe Australian Seafood Industry Awards 

are highly competitive so it was a massive achievement for the NT seafood industry to 

have made it to the finals in six out of eight categories. Winning awards for work in 

both the Environment and Training field is reflective of the outstanding contributions, 

initiatives and dedicated work going on in the Territory in these areasò. 

 

Over the past few years, the NT Fisheries Indigenous Development Unit have 

successfully run workshops and developed a Certificate II Fisheries Compliance 

course which has been used to train marine rangers while the Aquatic Biosecurity Unit 

have been consistently working behind the scenes to ensure the seafood industry can 

continue to operate in a pristine, pest free environment.  

 

The Seafood Council congratulates Helen and Bo and their respective teams for a great 

Territory achievement. Accolades also go to all the other Northern Territory seafood 

industry finalists who were in the running for a national award. 
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Marine Bioregional Planning Process 
 

The Department of Environment, Heritage, Water, Heritage and the Arts (DEWHA) is 

holding a two day workshop with the National Seafood Industry working group in 

Canberra on 19
th
 and 20

th
 July 2010 to discuss the Marine Bioregional Planning 

Process. 

 

Representatives of the seafood industry from around the country will attend the 

workshop which will discuss the risk assessment process, displacement policy, socio-

economic analysis and zoning. NTSC Chairman, Rob Fish and CEO, Katherine 

Sarneckis will be attending the workshop as representatives of the Northern Territory. 

Financial support for this meeting is being provided by DEWHA. 
 

 

Food Labelling Law and Policy Review 
 

A Review of Food Labelling Law and Policy is underway, with submissions being 

submitted from a range of agencies including the National Seafood Industry Alliance, 

Seafood Services Australia and the Northern Territory Seafood Council. To view 

copies of these submissions log on to www.ntsc.com.au.  

 

The National Seafood Industry Alliance (NSIA) is seeking the mandatory labelling of 

seafood to ensure the consumer is able to make informed choices about their seafood 

and is not misled by the absence of effective labelling. 
 

 

Barra DNA Research Picks the Difference 
 

In June 2010, Barramundi Farmersô president Marty Phillips released results from new 

DNA tests which showed that there are significant and identifiable genetic differences 

between Asian and the Australian Barramundi. 

 

ñThanks to cutting edge research work recently undertaken at James Cook University 

supported by the Australian Barramundi industry and the Seafood Research Centre, we 

are now able to genetically identify fish that come from Asiaò Phillips said. ñAsian 

and Australian fish are definitely genetically differentò. 

 

Recently work has also been undertaken in the NT using DNA to identify cooked fish, 

a tool which could potentially be used to check that seafood purchased, be they cooked 

or uncooked and give consumers greater confidence that they are getting what they 

paid for. 
 

 

The Cost of food safety regulation on business 
 

Last year the productivity commission compiled a report titled ñPerformance 

Benchmarking of Australian and New Zealand Business Regulation: Food Safety.ò 

The Seafood council made an óin personô submission to the commissions 

representatives in Darwin. The final report can be downloaded from www.pc.gov.au 

http://www.ntsc.com.au/
http://www.pc.gov.au/
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Part of the NTSC Support NT Caught display at AHA 
Conference,  Darwin Turf Club 

Showcasing Local Seafood 

 
 

 

For the first time NTSC had a Support NT Caught stand at the Australian Hoteliers 

Association Northern Territory (AHA) Conference on Wednesday, the 2
nd

 of June, at 

the Darwin Turf Club. 55 exhibitors (many National) relevant to the food service 

industry attended with consumers and trade from across the NT also visiting the event 

to do business.  

 

The AHA Members are important 

to the ongoing success of Support 

NT Caught and the NT seafood 

labelling laws. 

 

A cooperative marketing 

opportunity was offered to Trader 

Processor Licensee Committee 

members to join the stand.  

Darwin Fish Markets quickly took 

up this opportunity.  As a result 

attendees of the conference 

enjoyed a decadeNT treat; 

crocodile dip, marinated flake, Barramundi and fresh reef fish burgers.  

 

Our presence at the AHA Conference will remind those businesses serious about 

commercial gain that Support NT Caught is a profitable choice.  

 

Another great example of the seafood industry showcasing its product to restaurateurs 

and reinforcing the message - buy local! 

 
 

NT Labelling Laws Research 
 

The first of five rounds of surveying both consumers and food outlets in Darwin was 

undertaken in April 2010 as part of a study of the impact of NT labelling laws.  

 

Twenty one face to face interviews were undertaken in total with food outlets 

representative of the takeaway, pubs/clubs and restaurant sectors. A consumer survey 

was also conducted face to face in the Darwin Smith Street Mall, with 33 responses 

provided.  

 

In general businesses understand why the labelling law was introduced and are 

supportive. Early trends from the consumer survey indicate that labelling plays a vital 

role in consumer choices when dining out. Tracking the impacts on seafood 

consumption at dining venues arising from the Northern Territoryôs seafood labelling 

laws is supported by funding from the FRDC on behalf of the Australian Government.  
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2010 NT Rural Womanôs Award 
winner Carmel Ball 

Carmel takes wins Territoryôs Rural Womanôs Award 

 
In the last edition of the NTSC newsletter we ran a 

profile on the NTSCôs most recent board member, 

Carmel Ball.  

 

Carmel has since graced the pages of both the NT 

News and the Australian Womanôs Weekly 

announcing that she had won the 2010 Rural 

Industry Research Development Corporationôs 

Northern Territory Rural Womanôs Award.  

 

The main objective of the RIRDC Rural Womenôs 

Award is to help rural women improve their 

business and leadership skills so they can operate at 

a higher level in steering the future of their 

business, primary industries and rural Australia. 

 

The award comes with a $10,000 bursary which 

goes towards Carmel attending the Australian 

Institute of Company Directorsô, Company 

directorsô course.  

 

Each state and Territory finalist recently went to Canberra to vie for the national award 

and attend a week long training course on leadership and development. The course 

provided an opportunity to interact with all the other women from around Australia. 

ñThey are so passionate and motivated towards improving rural sector sustainability 

and enhancing rural lifeò Carmel said. 

 

Carmel will complete the Company Directors course in Adelaide later on this year and 

says that attending the course will not only enhance her own business skills but will 

also enable her to mentor other women in the business community. 

 

 

International Seafood and Health Conference 
An International Seafood and Health Conference is to be held in Melbourne this 

November. The conference and associated exhibition which is hosted by Seafood 

Experience Australia and Seafood Services Australia will communicate the very latest 

medical research findings on the health aspects of seafood. For more information go to 

http://www.seafoodhealthconference.com/home/ 
 

 

Seafood Services Australia  
The next SSA Network and Seafood Access Forum (SAF) meetings are being held in 

Darwin on 19 August 2010. The meeting are open to anyone involved in the seafood 

industry. Come along and have your input into the issues and challenges confronting 

the industry. For more information go to http://www.seafoodservices.com.au/ 

http://www.seafoodhealthconference.com/home/
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Port Users Group Forum 
 

John (Macô) MacCartie attended the May 2010 Port Users Group Forum on behalf of 

the Seafood Council to take stock of any key issues for the seafood industry. It was 

noted that a greater emphasis from the Darwin Port Corporation (DPC) will be on 

occupational health and safety and emergency response plans for all areas under DPC 

control.  

 

Planning for Hornibrookôs Wharf work includes refurbishing the wharf front, drainage 

and surfacing. There will no interference with operations conducted from the pontoon. 

Vessels currently onsite will either have to be moved around the site or offsite to 

facilitate the work. The contract to undertake this work is hoped to be awarded in the 

next two months. 

 

Approval for major refurbishment work on Fishermanôs Wharf has been granted to 

commence next year. Most of the work will take place under the existing structure and 

hopefully this will mean minimal disruption to day to day wharf front operations.  

 

An environmental risk assessment is being undertaken on the Gobi desert. A short 

term lease on the area has been secured and the Port Corporation is looking to secure a 

long term lease. The site is a possible alternative storage area while refurbishments are 

carried out at Hornibrookôs Wharf.   

 

 

Fredôs Pass Show 
 

Following an invitation from Government, the Seafood Council participated at the 

annual Fredôs Pass Show held on the weekend of 15
th
 and 16

th
 of May.  Mounting a 

joint display with SeaNet was a great success which attracted approximately 320 

people over the two days to the display which had a range of information and articles 

about the seafood industry on display.  

 

The Council themed their 

display to draw attention to 

the ñSupport NT Caughtò 

campaign which dovetailed 

nicely with SeaNetôs 

showcase of Environmental 

Management handbooks 

covering several fisheries, a 

number of by-catch 

reduction devices and eight 

video clips.  

 

 

By-catch reduction and where to purchase local seafood were foremost topics of 

discussion between those who manned the stand people that stopped to talk or ask 

questions. 


