
 

 

 
 

August 2007  
 

Annual General Meeting Schedule  
 

The next Annual General Meeting for the Northern Territory Seafood Council will be 
held on Saturday 17 November 2007. The Licensee Committee and Association 
AGM and GM meeting schedule is provided on page 3. 
 
Board positions for Chairman, Vice Chairman, Secretary and Treasurer are all open for 
nomination. Nominations for individual licence committee positions are also open. If 
you are unable to attend a meeting please complete the relevant a proxy vote form.  
 
Copies of nomination forms and proxy votes have been included in this post out. 
 
 

Tripping the Trout Fandango! 
 
Following in the steps of the 2005 inaugural 
Seafood Ball and Awards, the 2007 event was a 
fabulous black tie evening. After dining on local 
seafood and having recognised achievements 
within industry, dinner participants who included 
industry members, Fisheries staff, supporting 
business people, Ministers and sponsors danced 
the night away.  
 
The Seafood Council thanks the sponsors which 
included ConocoPhillips, Australia Bay Seafoods, 
Northern Seafoods, NT Government, NT WINS 
and Santos who helped ensure the night was a 
huge success.  
 
For more information see page 4 & 5. 
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Quick Read 

 
Fish Names 
Australian Fish Names 
Standard has been 
approved by Australian 
Standards as an official 
standard. 
 
Helipad proposed for 
Fisherman’s Wharf 
The Darwin Port 
Corporation is currently 
reviewing a proposal for a 
helicopter landing area to be 
built on the end of 
Fisherman's Wharf.  If 
approved, construction is 
expected to be complete by 
the end of the year. 
 
Second Fisheries 
Assessment underway 
The second round of 
assessments under the 
EPBC Act for export 
accreditation has begun for 
some NT fisheries. For 
more info visit 
http://www.environment.gov.au/c
oasts/fisheries/current.html  
 

Coastal Net Buyback 
Further offers for the buy 
back of licences are being 
finalised with a view to 
completing the process 
during September 2007. 
 
Blue Mud Bay 
Interim arrangements 
remain. NT commercial 
fishing licences are 
permitted to fish in the 
intertidal zone adjacent to 
Aboriginal Land.  
 

Seafood Standard 
Moves are afoot to enshrine 
the mandatory Seafood 
Standard in NT legislation. 
No time frame is available 
as yet. 

Chairman’s Report 
 

It has been a hectic three months with activities peaking in June 
when the Seafood Industry Ball and Awards, Seafood Festival and 
Seafood Council Board meeting were all held. In addition, an array 
of issues including Marine Protected Areas, seismic activity, 
priorities for our fisheries, the NT Environment Protection Agency 
and Gove Wharf review have been actively pursued.  
 
The Seafood Council is currently involved in consultations with 
both the Commonwealth and NT Government over proposed 
marine protected areas. The NT Government will be responsible 
for proposing MPAs within 3nm of the coast and the 
Commonwealth process is looking at waters beyond 3nm. 
 
In June, the Seafood Council attended a workshop in Adelaide for 
the Commonwealth Bioregional Marine Planning process. 
Commercial fishing representatives from across Australia were 
present at the two day workshop. It was resolved that a National 
Industry Working Group be formed to provide a forum for industry 
to jointly consider issues of interest associated with the roll-out of 
Bioregional Marine Plans around Australia. The Seafood Council 
will seek a position on this Working Group. 
 
In addition, the Northern Territory Marine Protected Areas 
Advisory Committee, of which the Seafood Council is a member, 
was presented with draft documentation outlining the intention of 
the NT Government’s plans for MPA’s in NT waters. The Seafood 
Council has numerous concerns with the drafts presented and has 
relayed its concerns to Minister Chris Natt. 
 
Negotiations between the Seafood Council and petroleum 
companies continue over explorations completed and planned 
within the Timor Sea. The Seafood Council is building 
relationships with the petroleum industry to ensure appropriate 
levels of consultation are undertaken in the future. 
 
Rob Fish 
Chairman – Northern Territory Seafood Council 
 

E-info 
Much information and news relevant to the 
seafood industry is available electronically. 
Please send an e-mail to the Seafood Council 
(ntsc@ntsc.com.au) so we can update our 
records and forward to you relevant media 
releases, articles of interest and news to keep 
you up to date.  
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Annual General Meeting Schedule 
 

The following table outlines the dates for Licensee Committees/Associations Annual 
General Meetings and General Meetings. Please note the dates which nominations close. 
Nomination and proxy forms have been included in this post out and additional copies 
are available from the Seafood Council. 

 
 

Regional Migration Programmes 
 

Help is now available to Seafood Council members in obtaining information about the 
regional migration programmes that support their skill needs. The NT Seafood Council 
welcomes Pat Illidge, Industry Outreach Officer, who will be available at the Seafood 
Council offices on Thursdays from 1pm to 5pm. Whilst primarily based at the Seafood 
Council once a week, Pat is also able to come visit you. To find out more about skilled 
migration or to make an appointment with Pat contact the Seafood Council, Thursday 
afternoons on 8981 5194 or email pat@ntsc.com.au. 
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2007 NT Industry Award Winners 
 

 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

Seafood Industry Business Award – Winner NT FISH PTY LTD 
(Sponsor, ConocoPhillips) 
Selling local produce to both interstate and overseas markets, NT FISH has 
established a successful business distributing NT seafood products. 
Managing Director David Caracciolo accepted the award. 
 
 
NT Icon Award –  Winner Domenic Fazio 
(Sponsor, NT WINS) 
Domenic has been fishing in the Northern Territory for 40 years. His 
continual contributions to fisheries research are part of the reason why he 
was awarded the 2007 Icon Award. 
 
 
Seafood Industry Promotion – Winner NT WINS 
(Sponsor, Northern Territory Seafood Council) 
NT WINS committee members organised the 2005 Seafood Ball and 
Awards, a fantastic black tie event. Their efforts allowed the NT to be 
represented in the National Seafood Industry awards for the first time.  
 
 
Seafood Restaurant Award – Winner La Beach Restaurant 
(Sponsor, Northern Territory Seafood Council) 
With a range of seafood culinary delights and excellent service, La Beach 
Restaurant was the 2007 Seafood Restaurant winner. Since opening in 
2004 La Beach Restaurant has won a number of awards, including Gold 
Plate awards.  
 
 
Environment Award – Winner Anindilaykwa Land Council – Sea 
Rangers (Sponsor, Northern Seafoods) 
The Anindilyakwa Sea Rangers’ efforts have seen a reduction in ghost nets 
in northern marine waters. Simon Hartley, ranger co-ordinator, accepted 
the award on behalf of the Sea Rangers on the night. 
 
 
Seafood Industry Training Award – Winner John McMaster 
(Sponsor, Santos) 
After more than a decade of passing on his knowledge to people wanting to 
enter the maritime and seafood industry John McMaster was recognised for 
sharing his passion through his teaching position at Seafood & Maritime 
Industries and Training. 
 
 
Seafood Industry Producer Award – Winner Australia Bay Seafoods 
(Sponsor, NT Govt. Department of Primary Industry, Fisheries & Mines) 
Australia Bay Seafoods Pty Ltd was recognised for their tireless efforts to 
consistently produce high quality seafood and a continual demonstration of 
innovation within their business. Company Directors, Bill Passey and Gary 
Kessell accepted the award. 
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Thanks for your Support! 
 

A number of businesses who are closely associated with the seafood industry were 
approached to provide sponsorship for the 2007 Northern Territory Seafood Industry 
Awards. The Seafood Council thanks the sponsors who generously offered their 
assistance to ensure the night was a success.  
 

 

 
Other companies who supported the awards and ball night include: 

 
Chilli Bitch Produce 
Darwin Fish Market 

DCF Fisheries 
Goldband Nominees 

Humpty Doo Barramundi 
Novotel 
NT Fish 

 Northern Land Council  
Paspaley Pearls 

Perkins Shipping 
Ricoh Business Centre 
Tasmanian Seafoods 

Telstra Shop & Business Centre 
Wild River 

 
The Seafood Council extends a sincere thanks to all the above 
and the individuals who expended time and effort ensuring a 
memorable night.  
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Sea Ranger Workshop Held in Darwin 
 

Representatives from seven Sea Ranger groups, Fisheries, Customs and the Police 
Marine and Fisheries Enforcement Unit, recently participated in an Indigenous 
Community Marine Ranger Program Workshop held in Darwin on the 25-27 June 
2007.  
  
The Indigenous Community 
Marine Ranger Program (ICMRP) 
includes eight ranger groups 
throughout the Northern Territory.  
 
During the workshop, Rangers 
discussed the benefits of 
involving the Seafood Council in 
the Aboriginal Consultative 
Committee process. Some of the 
positive outcomes identified by 
the rangers were: 
 

·  the building of good relationships with industry stakeholders which has helped 
break down barriers and misunderstandings. 

·  providing good economic and social outcomes 
·  Inviting the CEO and Chairman of the Seafood Council out “on country” for 

the Consultative Committee to work cross culturally on issues and achieve 
meaningful outcomes 

 
In addition to assessing the outputs, the three day workshop provided an opportunity 
for Rangers to network with other rangers, Fisheries staff, police from the Marine and 
Fisheries Enforcement Unit and Minister Chris Natt. The workshop also included 
educational aspects in relation to aquatic pest and fishery management issues.  
 
 

Black Jewfish Workshop 
 

If the harvest of black jewfish in the Northern Territory interests you, then you may 
wish to attend an upcoming presentation which will reveal the results of several 
studies that have just been completed with the assistance of commercial fishers.  
 
A 40 minute audio-visual presentation will be given at 3:15pm Friday 31st August at 
Berrimah Research Farm explaining the key results of recent studies undertaken. 
 

To register your interest in attending the presentation, please contact Fisheries on  
8999 2144. The presentation will be given in the John England Building. Signage will 
be posted on the day within Berrimah Farm to help direct you. 

 

 
Sea Rangers with Minister Chris Natt at Parliament H ouse 
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Board Profile - Adam Body 
Chair, Aquaculture Licensee Committee 

 
Adam grew up in country New South Wales before making 
the shift to Sydney to study at Sydney University. The next 
few years saw him take up a teaching post on the Cook 
Islands with Australian Volunteers Abroad. In 1980 he 
returned to Australia to study aquaculture at the University 
of New South Wales. 
 
Following a twelve month stint in Taiwan as an aquaculture 
researcher he again returned to Australia to manage a prawn 
farm in Yamba, NSW. In 1987 he established himself as an 
aquaculture consultant based in Perth and established prawn 
and pearling operations in Vietnam and Indonesia. 

 
In 1990 he relocated his consulting business to Darwin where he also established a 
Biotech business. In the mid nineties he established a small prawn farm at Virginia on 
Darwin’s outskirts. Out growing this site he shifted operations to the current, much 
larger block on the confluence of the Darwin and Blackmore rivers. 
 
The size of the current block has given Adam the flexibility to expand operations as 
and when necessary. Starting with he prawns, he has made a successful transition to 
Barramundi production. The block is also home and rural retreat for he and his wife 
Sarah. 
 
Adam has been involved in the Aquaculture Licensee Committee since its conception 
and currently serving his third term as chair of that organisation and board member of 
the Seafood Council. 

 
 

Board Profile - Chris Cleveland  
Pearl Aquaculture Committee 

 
Raised in New Guinea, Chris first came to Australia when 
his parents sent him to boarding school in Sydney. It was 
here that Chris met Nick Paspaley beginning a lifetime 
association.  
 
Following school, Chris embarked on a law degree, but a 
love for Rugby and beer hampered his academic 
inclination. Chris was forced to consider other career 
options. In the mid sixties Chris joined the Naval 
Reserves which ultimately led to him signing up for a full 

time career in 1968. April 1974 saw him transfer to Darwin to command the attack 
class Patrol Boat HMAS Assail.  
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Having successfully weathered cyclone Tracy he was involved in search and rescue 
missions and acted as the Pilot for the Port of Darwin during the aftermath.  
 
Chris resigned from the Navy in 1980 to join Paspaley Pearls, becoming GM 
Operations until 1996 and in 1998 holding the same position with MG Kailis until 
2002.  He has continued to work in the pearling industry, firstly as a consultant and 
currently as an Executive  Director of Arafura Pearls.  
 
In 1996 Chris embarked on his own enterprise – Darwin Harbour Cruises. The venture 
commenced with the leased former pearling lugger Kim or B1. Today his cruise 
operations is expanded to two classic vessels, the 20 meter Tumlaren and the 30 meter 
dinner cruiser, Alfred Nobel.  
 
As a NTSC Board member, Chris represents the pearling industry. The Pearling 
Industry Advisory Committee rotate it’s representation on the Board every 12 months. 
This is the second time Chris has represented PIAC on the Board. Chris’s personal 
interests are “boats” of any description and Rugby Union. He shares these passions 
with his two daughters and four grand daughters, all of whom live in Darwin. 

 
 

Blue Mud Bay – Inter-tidal zone fishing 
 
The Blue Mud Bay decision is still current and the situation for commercial fishermen 
is as follows- 
 
The Northern Land Council, Anindilyakwa Land Council and Tiwi Land Council have 
all agreed to grant a temporary licence and permit to enable continued fishing by 
commercial fishers in the inter-tidal zone for the period from the date of the Federal 
Court Decision (March 2007) until two months after the date of the High Court 
Decision. Copies are available on the NLC website. 
 
So while we are waiting for the decision from the High Court the NT Government has 
advised commercial fishers can continue on the basis that the temporary licence and 
permit has been agreed, and that it is in force. You must hold a current NT commercial 
fishing licence for the Blue Mud Bay entry permit to apply. 
 
It also means as commercial fishermen you must adhere to your current licence 
conditions under the Fisheries Act. There has not been any change to the areas you are 
allowed to fish, it remains the same as it has always been and no permission has been 
granted to fish above closure lines. 
 
You are also required to adhere to requirements for licence renewal, lease and 
nomination to another person. You must lodge the required paperwork at Fisheries and 
be a licensed operator before leaving port. Licences, leases and nominees all cease to 
be effective at 30th June each year, you must renew them. 
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If you fail to do so you risk being charged by Fisheries Enforcement as well as having 
your permission to enter the inter-tidal zone removed. 
 
It appears there has been some confusion about renewing and paying licence fees each 
year. If you are intending to fish commercially after the 30th June you must pay your 
renewal fees before you go fishing. If you fish after the 30th June each year without 
lodging the required paperwork and paying your fees to Fisheries you are committing 
an offence. Please read the information provided by Fisheries in the article below. 

 
 

Licences and vessel registrations – legal requirements 
 

Fisheries has advised that : All licenses and vessel registrations expire on 30 June each 
year.  All temporary transfers, nominations and crew lists also expire on this date.  An 
exemption to this is the Pearling Industry licenses whereby they expire on 31 
December. 
 
A licence owner has 6 months, from the expiry of their licence, to renew their licence.  
This means you do not have to renew your licence until 31 December (or 30 June for 
Pearling) 
 
But, if you choose to not renew your licence, you cannot fish that licence, nor can you 
temporary transfer or nominate anyone else to use this licence. 
 
The same applies to your registered vessel.  If you have not renewed your registration 
you cannot use it for the purpose of fishing until you do so. 
 
Not all licenses are automatically renewed.  In some cases payment may not be 
received or there may be outstanding returns or incomplete documentation presented.  
The licence will not be renewed until the renewal process has been completed.  This 
also means that, if the licence has not been renewed then any lease or nomination will 
not be approved. 
 
If you have any queries regarding these matters please contact Fisheries Licensing on 
telephone 08 8999 2183. 

 
 

What’s happening to FarmBis? 
 

The current FarmBis programme (FarmBis 3) is due to finish on 30 June 2008. Despite 
some rumours doing the rounds, the current programme has plenty of funds for this 
financial year. With cessation of FarmBis 3, the Commonwealth Government has 
plans fit to radically alter the structure of the programme for FarmBis 4. The State 
Planning Group (SPG) believes that the effects of the restructure will impact 
negatively on the uptake of training by Territory primary producers. The SPG is urging 
Minister Chris Natt to lobby his Federal counterpart to reject the proposed restructure 
and retain current FarmBis arrangements. The SPG is waiting for a response from the 
Minister. 
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Potential and Planned Changes for Gove Wharf 
 

For many years, long term users of the Gove Wharf facility, including commercial 
fishers have expressed dissatisfaction and frustration with prevailing arrangements.  
 
The Department of Primary Industry Fisheries and Mines recently met with the 
Seafood Council and has agreed to commission a study into the facility. The scope of 
the report will include the current status of facilities, issues and constraints, potential 
benefits arriving from any improvements and options for infrastructure development. 
GHD Planning have been contracted to undertake the study. 
 
As an aside, Bailey’s Fuels, Darwin Manager has verbally confirmed that the company 
has struck an agreement that will allow it install two fuel outlets at the current wharf. 
Although it will be within a secure area there will be 24 hour access to the wharf. 

 
 

Northern Territory Marine Branch 
 

Over the last 12 months a growing number of members have approached the Seafood 
Council for assistance with their contact with the NT Marine Branch. Many are 
reporting frustrations at the availability of service from the Branch and what is 
perceived by industry to be unreasonable requests from surveyors. As a result the 
Seafood Council facilitated a meeting which included concerned licence holders and a 
representatives from the Northern Prawn Fishery.  

The key items identified as the most important issues causing dissatisfaction were; the 
interpretation of Universal Shipping Laws; lack of experienced surveyors; signing off 
on minor deficiencies; inequities in prop and shaft surveys and inability of vessel 
owners to contract private surveyors. The Seafood Council has alerted the Department 
of Planning and Infrastructure of these issues and has requested a meeting to try and 
resolve some if not all these matters. 

Peter Manning is the Seafood Council Board Member leading the liaison with the 
Marine Branch. If you have any issues you want to discuss Peter can be contacted on 
0407 872 611. Alternatively call Mac’ MacCartie on 8981 5194. 
 
 

Industry wide Training Review 
 

The Seafood Council recently requested the Primary Industry Training Advisory 
Board (PITAC) conduct an industry wide training needs analysis as a result of training 
short falls for our industry being identified. The analysis will identify any gaps in 
current accredited courses and industry’s needs. The expected result will be a 
modification of currently available courses to ensure they more accurately cater for 
industry needs. Should you wish to have input, please contact the Seafood Council on 
8981 5194. 
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Who needs a refrigerant licence? 

The Seafood Council recently wrote to the Australian Refrigeration Council to clarify 
the requirements for refrigerant and air conditioning licence requirement. The 
following information was received: 

 

The Ozone Protection and Synthetic Greenhouse Gas Management Regulations 1995 
(the Regulations) cover licensing requirements for those who work with refrigeration and 
air conditioning systems.  
 
In June 2005 the Australian Refrigeration Council (ARC) was appointed by the Minister for 
the Environment and Water Resources to administer the Regulations relative to the 
abatement of avoidable emissions of ozone depleting substances and synthetic 
greenhouse gases. 
 
The ARC is responsible for granting refrigerant handling licences and refrigerant trading 
authorisations approved under the Regulations.   
 
The ARC can be contacted on 1300 88 44 83 or visit www.arctick.org 
 
What licences are required to purchase and use refr igerants? 

a. Who needs a refrigerant handling licence? 
Any person who handles refrigerant must hold a refrigerant handling licence. A Marine 
Transitional Licence is a type of refrigerant handling licence.   
 

b. Who needs a refrigerant trading authorisation? 
Any person who acquires, possesses or disposes of refrigerant is required to hold a 
refrigerant trading authorisation.   
 
What types of refrigerants do the licences cover? 
The refrigerant handling licence and refrigerant trading authorisation cover all 
fluorocarbon refrigerants: chlorofluorocarbons, hydrochlorofluorocarbons and 
hydrofluorocarbons.  Examples of these include R22, R134A and R410A. 
 
What are the costs and durations of refrigerant han dling licences and refrigerant 
trading authorisations? 
A refrigerant handling licence costs $100 for 2 years or $50 for 12 months or less unless it 
is a trainee refrigerant handling licence, which costs $20 for 1 year. 
 
What is the time frame for implementation of a lice nce type for marine engineers 
and other maritime personnel handling refrigerants?  
Any person who handles refrigerant for any work on refrigeration or air conditioning 
equipment on vessels at sea is required to hold a Marine Transitional Licence.  A letter 
from the employer indicating that the applicant is able to competently do the work is 
required to obtain a Marine Transitional Licence. 
 
The Department of the Environment and Water Resources is currently considering licence 
types that reflect the complexity and diversity of refrigeration and air conditioning 
equipment for the marine industries.  This work will be undertaken with input from the 
relevant industries.   
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2007 Darwin Seafood Festival 
 
June 2007 saw the forth Darwin Seafood Festival staged on Fisherman’s wharf. Along 
with seafood stalls, live music and cooking demonstrations, the Seafood Council had a 
large static display. Well situated near the entry gate, a substantial number of the 
estimated 9000 patrons walked through and absorbed the industry exhibit. 
 

Council staff, board members and volunteers 
went to great lengths to put on an all 
encompassing display. All fisheries were 
represented with both information and 
product. Information available to the public 
on our industry ranged from Codes of 
Conduct, Environmental Management 
Systems, fishery overviews and the ever 
popular recipe cards. Board members were 
present through out the day to field questions 
from the public.  

 
The festival is the industry’s day of the year to show case its credentials to the public. 
Few people realise the breadth of the industry, the amount of money it contributes to 
the NT economy and the plethora of regulation and management regimes it has to 
comply with. The display and festival are excellent mechanisms to get this information 
into the public arena and foster an appreciation where their seafood comes from. 
 
Following this years’ festival, the organisers, Seafood Festivals P/L, have held 
preliminary discussions with the Council aimed at increasing grass roots industry 
participation. The Council will keep you informed of any developments. 
 

Coming Events 
 

Event Date Venue 

Jewfish Research Presentation Friday 31st August 2007 Berrimah Farm 

Seafood Directions 2007 30th October – 2 November 2007 Hobart 

Australian Seafood Industry Awards Thursday 2nd November 2007 Hobart 

NTSC Board Meeting Thursday 15th November 2007 Seafood Council 
Conference Room 

NTSC Board Meeting Friday 16th November 2007 Seafood Council 
Conference Room 

NTSC Annual General Meeting Saturday 17th November 2007 Seafood Council 
Conference Room 

Seafood Services Network Meeting Wednesday 28th November 2007 Adelaide 

 

 


