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Benefits from large scale parks unclear 
 

The Northern Territory Seafood Council is disappointed at the unnecessarily large size 

of the proposed marine reserves for the North Region.   

 

ñParks on this scale in sustainable fisheries will limit the future development of the NT 

seafood industry and make us further reliant on imported seafood,ò said Northern 

Territory Seafood Council Chairman, Mr Rob Fish.   

 

"Closing our well-managed fisheries and importing seafood from relatively 

unmanaged fisheries can only create sustainability concerns for our oceans," Mr Fish 

said.   

  

The effective and precautionary management adopted in the Territory has been partly 

recognised in the zoning of the proposed parks as most of the reserves proposed allow 

for multiple uses including some commercial and recreational fishing. Story continues 

page 5.  
 

 

 

  
 

Left:  
The draft North 
Marine Reserve 
Network which 
covers 
121,723km

2
 or 

19.5% of the 
waters within the 
NT and Qld 
region .  NT 
waters contain 
83,847km

2
 of 

these parks or 
approximately 
17% of the area 
that  NT fishers 
currently operate 
in.  
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Quick Read 
 

Get Online! 
Have you visited the 

Support NT Caught website 

yet? If not, get online! 

supportntcaught.com.au 

 

 
 

Facebook Site 
Are you a fan of Support 

NT Caught? If so show 

your support by joining us 

on facebook! We now have 

58 friendséare you one of 

them? 

 

Marine Park Meeting  
A workshop is being 

planned on the 29
th
 and 30

th
 

of September in Cairns. See 

attached flyer titled 

ñProposed Commonwealth 

Marine Reserves in the 

North - Making sure the 

fishing industryôs voice is 

heardò for further info. 

 

Draft Plans for North  
The draft plans for the 

North region as part of the 

marine bioregional planning 

were released on 22 August 

2011 for public comment. 

Public comment period 

closes on 28 November 

2011. 

 

2012 Leadership 

Program 
Now is the time to register 

your interest in participating 

in the 2012 National 

Seafood Industry 

Leadership Program. To 

register email:  

melissa@ruraltraininginitiat

ives.com.au 

 

Chairmanôs Report 
 

As you will no doubt know the 

Federal Government has released its 

draft marine park network for the 

North area.  Industry will work hard 

and openly as it always does in these 

times to provide Government with 

advice on how to limit the impacts on 

industry while still achieving its 

stated sustainability goals. 
 

But hey let us have a look how the 

other side of the equation operates.  
 

Let us be honest, this whole process is being driven by self 

interest green groups.  Many of which do not seem to care 

what they say to drive home their unsubstantiated mantra 

about the "desperate" need for marine parks.  We have heard 

it all before, "walls of death" and the old favourite "rapists 

and pillagers", we will be accused of every crime under the 

sun in an attempt to influence Government decisions.   
 

Lies and misrepresentations will flow without any concern 

regarding defamation legislation - because hey - if industry 

takes legal action about the greens we are just bullies. 
 

Already the green groups mantra has startedéñThe draft 

parks aren't big enoughò.  This is astonishing when one thinks 

Australia already has more waters in marine reserves (over 

10%) than the international agreement to have 10% marine 

reserves in their waters by 2020. 
 

The only bullies in this process are those willing to use 

emotive phrases and outright lies to further their own 

misplaced anti-sustainable development beliefs.  
 

The current green movement will never be happy.  Their own 

survival is based solely on creating this need.  The facts - the 

offshore waters of the NT are relatively untouched, the 

environment pristine yet somehow there is an urgent need to 

lock up our waters?  
 

Better still are the ongoing economic arguments used in every 

anti-development campaign.  No evidence is ever supplied but 

what we are all told over and over is that if we lock up these 

waters the tourists will come.  What a crock!!!  Locking up 

our offshore waters will never attract a single additional 

tourist.   

http://www.supportntcaught.com.au/
mailto:melissa@ruraltraininginitiatives.com.au
mailto:melissa@ruraltraininginitiatives.com.au
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For years the recreational sector has falsely claimed that 

recreational fishing and commercial fishing cannot co-exist.  

This is simply nonsense as the two co-exist the world over.  

Now we have a new argument - tourism and commercial 

fishing cannot co-exist.  Well to put this one straight - tourists 

love commercial fishing, they love watching vessels unload, 

they love visiting fishing harbours and most of all they love 

eating the fish we produce. 

 

This green movement mantra about stopping development and 

increasing tourism to offset commercial losses is a complete 

nonsense.  Firstly, tourism is not mutually exclusive from 

development, never has been never will be.  Consider Sydney 

Harbour - number of visitors - millions.  Now somehow if the 

greens are right if we turn the harbour into a marine park and 

let nature reclaim the land more tourists will come.  Yeah right. 

 

Unfortunately if we are told stuff often enough it soon becomes 

fact.  To counter this we need to be telling our story - your 

story.  The green groups will manage to have a constant voice 

in this process.  People paid solely to stop fishing and impose 

larger and larger parks.  We need you to tell your local MP and 

everyone else who will listen how unnecessary these parks are.  

How Australia is already leading the world in marine protected 

areas.  How Australia is leading the world in sophisticated and 

specific fisheries management.  

 

Tell people about the lies.  Parks in offshore waters of the NT 

will not protect fish stocks or produce bigger fish.   There is no 

evidence to suggest we need parks in the NT or that they will 

provide any economic benefits.  And to the biggest lie of all - 

offshore marine parks will not attract a single additional tourist 

to the NT!  (God we struggle to find people who get paid to go 

to sea!!). 

 

Lock industry out without reason to please people unwilling to 

even educate themselves on how well we manage our fisheries 

will achieve only one thing.  I for one don't intend making my 

kids eat imported catfish!!!   

 

We need to make some noise; we need everyone to be involved 

making sure our story is being heard.  Best of all we can just 

tell the truth about our sustainable industry - and leave the lying 

and misrepresentation to those less fortunate than ourselves!! 

 
Rob Fish 

Chairman ï Northern Territory Seafood Council 

Quick Read 
 

NTSC AGM 
The NTSC AGM will be 

held at 10am on Saturday 

5
th
 November 2011 at the 

Litchfield Room, Holiday 

Inn Esplanade Darwin 

 

FISH 
Attached is the latest edition 

of FRDCôs FISH magazine. 

 

 
 

Registered Yet? 
If you havenôt already, then 

it is now time to register for 

Seafood Directions 2011.   

 

Cost of Parks 
Work is being undertaken 

by the Australian Bureau 

of Agricultural and 

Resource Economics and 

Sciences (ABARES) to 

better understand the socio-

economic impacts of the 

proposed draft marine plans. 

See the attached flyer for 

further information.  

 

E-Newsletter 
You can now register for 

your electronic copy of 

Seafood Council News by 

emailing: ntsc@ntsc.com.au  

 

Marine Park News 
In addition to the 

newsletter, other updates 

and items of interest are 

sent via email from NTSC. 

If you have an email 

address, make sure you 

provide it to NTSC to 

receive these updates. 

mailto:ntsc@ntsc.com.au
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Benefits from large scale parks unclear 
 

ñUnfortunately the manner in which the Government has assessed which activities can 

or canôt be used in an area is not clear. The ad hoc manner in which the government 

has assessed different gear types for access to multiple use parks has raised serious 

concerns about the future of our industry,'' Mr Fish said. 

 

"We have fisheries assessed by the government as sustainable, these fisheries have 

invested heavily in by-catch reduction and minimising any seafloor impacts.  The 

same fisheries have been through stringent environmental risk assessments yet they 

have been excluded from multiple use parks," Mr Fish stated. 

 

"This heavy-handed approach is being used on the fishing industry yet again, while the 

proposed reserves have no impact on any other industry. The lack of any detail on the 

governmentôs compensation policy, especially in relation to expanding businesses, is 

creating further uncertainty in the industry,ò he said.   

 

"If the government canôt commit adequate funds to restructure and retrain industries 

and compensate peopleôs investment then they should not be considering parks of this 

scale. Even the most extreme green groups understand the need for adequate 

compensation," said Mr Fish. 

 

A 90-day consultation period for the North Region started in August 2011.  The 

Northern Territory Seafood Council will facilitate industry consultation meetings 

throughout the Territory. During this consultation the seafood industry will develop a 

better understanding of the impacts of the proposal on both the fishers and the onshore 

businesses that support them. 

 

Support for the Fishing Industry 
 

NTSC will talk to its members to ensure that all impacts are identified and work 

closely with the Federal Government to ensure these impacts are kept to an absolute 

minimum. To assist in this, Mr Andy Bodsworth will be working as an Industry 

Liaison Officer with the peak representative bodies for the North Marine Region. 

 

Andyôs key capabilities are developing best practice fisheries management and marine 

conservation frameworks; collaboration and stakeholder empowerment for practical 

and efficient business strategies; best practice project and program management; and 

communicating, facilitating, and negotiating for excellent ESD outcomes. 

 

Andy will play a key communication link between the Government and Industry, he 

will assist to ensure that industry is aware and engaged in the marine bioregional 

planning process and also facilitate socio-economic assessments work and ensure of 

the marine plans. 

 

For questions about the process and steps to develop the NMR MPA network; 

and how industry can best contribute, please contact the NMR ILO, Andy 

Bodsworth, via mobile 0439 602 769; or email andybods@cobaltmrm.com.au. 
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Seafood for  Australia ï balancing the conservation debate 
 

The National Seafood Industry Alliance (NSIA) has launched a new website 

www.SeafoodforAustralia.com.au to help redress misconceptions about the health and 

sustainability of Australiaôs fisheries resources. 
 

The website provides important information on the sustainability of Australiaôs 

fisheries, our seafood industry, the communities around Australia that rely on fishing 

and aquaculture, and the management of our fisheries and the marine environment as 

the Commonwealth government progresses its marine reserve network plans. 
 

It is a website that people can access to get the facts, rather than fiction about our 

Australian Fisheries and the proposed marine reserve network.   

 

 

The website identifies the impacts on the fishing industry of the proposed South-West. 

As the Commonwealth marine bioregional planning process continues around 

Australia, it will be updated to include information on the industry approaches, social 

and resource impacts of proposals, and management of our fisheries and marine 

ecosystems in those areas. 
 

Common examples of what the Australian community need to know about marine 

conservation include: 

 Australia already has more waters in marine reserves (over 10%) than the 

international agreement by nations to have 10% marine reserves in their waters 

by 2020; 

 Australia already has more water in marine reserves than land covered by 

National Parks, World Heritage Areas and private land conservation combined; 

 Australia already has world leading marine resources management, including 

required approvals demonstrating sustainability under the Environment 

Protection and Biodiversity Conservation Act for all Commonwealth fisheries 

and any fishery that exports seafood products. 
 

The NSIA are keen to ensure Australians are aware that our fish stocks, our marine 

environment, our communities, and our fishing industry all rely on a marine 

environment and healthy fish stocks that are well managed. The fishing industry is 

committed to ensuring the supply of sustainably sourced seafood into the future. 
 

The South-West marine reserve network public consultation period closed on 8
th
 

August 2011. The North-West and North Region draft plans are currently open for 

consultation until the 28
th
 November 2011. 

Pages on the new Seafoodf orAustralia website are set to inform the public about the facts  

http://www.seafoodforaustralia.com.au/
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2011 Seafood Ball and Awards 
 

The NT Seafood Ball and Awards were held on Saturday 6
th
 August 2011 at the 

Holiday Inn Esplanade Darwin and a night full of dancing, celebrations and delicious 

seafood was enjoyed by the 180 people who attended. 

 

The awards celebrated achievements in the following nine categories: 

 

Young Achiever Award 
Award Sponsor: Northern Territory Government 

Department of Resources ï Fisheries Division 

Winner: Dan Richards 

 

This is the first year for this award category and the 2011 

winner, Dan Richards, Humpty Doo Barramundi, a strategic 

thinker who sees opportunities and goes for it.  Dan has 

been the driver of a number of initiatives for the promotion 

of Australian seafood in both local and national market 

places. 

 

 

Environment Award  
Award Sponsor: Darwin Port Corporation 

Winner: Bruce Davey, Wildcard Wildcaught 

P/L 

 

Bruce Davey, FV Wildcard has made a fantastic 

contribution to the location and removal of 

ghost nets, and other floating debris and clean 

up of very remote beaches.  His strong working 

relationship with ranger groups around the coast 

has increased the effectiveness of the location 

of debris with its removal.  
 

Research and Development Award 
Award Sponsor: GDF SUEZ Bonaparte 

Winner: ñTracking the impacts on seafood 

consumption at dining venues arising from the 

Northern Territoryôs seafood labelling lawsò 

FRDC PROJECT 2009/216 STEERING 

COMMITTEE 

 

For their work in understanding the impacts of 

NT Seafood Labelling legislation on both 

consumers and dining venues, an Australian 

first. 

 

 

 

Above: Dan Richards  

Above: Bruce Davey on top of a ghost net  

Above: Steering Committee members Leonie 
Cooper, Chris Calogeras, TY Lee, Katherine 

Sarneckis (absent Suzanne Morga n) 
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Seafood Promotion Award 
Award Sponsor: Fisheries Research and Development 

Corporation 

Highly Recommended: Indo Pacific Marine 

 

Established in 1973, Indo Pacific Marine brings an 

innovative method of bringing marine life to the public 

through its aquaria. A land based operation which has 

functioned as a marine conservation and education centre 

which has seen its challenges over the years including 

Cyclone Tracey has continued throughout to ensure that all 

visitors to their centre, regardless of age, occupation or 

health learnt why marine environments must be protected 

and cared for.  

 

Seafood Restaurant Award 
Award Sponsor: Northern Territory Seafood Council 

Winner: Saffrron Restaurant 

 

The 2011 Seafood Restaurant Award goes to a business 

that has proudly embraced Northern Territory. Since 

opening its doors in 2008 and the first Territory restaurant 

to include the Support NT Caught logo on its menu 

Saffrron Restaurant has proudly been promoting Territory 

seafood as part of Chef Selvamôs Indian dishes. 

 

With a purchasing motto of ñNo matter how well you 

handle product, you canôt make silk purse out of a sowôs 

earò Saffrron restaurant has featured top quality Territory 

produce, including local banana prawns, barramundi, grey 

mackerel and Goldband Snapper. 

 

 

Seafood Business Award 
Award Sponsor: Northern Territory Government 

Department of Lands and Planning ï Transport 

Safety 

Winner: Darwin Fish Market 

 

Ziko Ilic and Carmel Ball, Darwin Fish Markets 

were recognised for their ongoing  demonstrated 

commitment to the industry in promoting the local 

product and providing a retail outlet with a broad 

range of fish and fish products. The major benefit to 

the industry from this business has been the ability to 

develop and maintain a supply chain with major 

retailers, this has provided a real opportunity the 

industry.   

Above: Helene Pretty and John Ostara  

Above: Selvam and Jo Kandasamy  

Above: Ziko Ilic and Carmel Ball  
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Seafood Icon Award 
Award Sponsor: Northern Territory Seafood Council 

Winner: Horst Fischer 

 

Over 25 years Horst Fischer has sat on numerous 

government committees including but not limited to 

Timor Reef Advisory Committee and the Offshore 

Snapper Advisory Group. Horst has chaired numerous 

industry associations and has been a board member of the 

NTSC Board for the last five years. 

 

As one of the largest producers of fish for the domestic 

market than any other Australian fisher he has cemented 

his importance to the development of the Australian 

fishing industry. 

 

 

Robert Ladlow Industry Development Scholarship 
Winner: Will Bowman 

 

The Robert Ladlow Seafood Industry Scholarship is 

awarded to assist in the further development of an 

individual who shows leadership and a passion for the NT 

Seafood Industry. It will be presented tonight by Leanne 

Ladlow and Eddie Morgan, CEO of Primary Industry 

Training Advisory Council. 

 

The first recipient of this scholarship is Mr Will Bowman. 

Will is using the scholarship to undertake the National 

Seafood Industry Leadership Program to further enhance 

his leadership skills. Will is expected to graduate from the 

leadership program in mid September 2011. 

 

 

Seafood Training Award 
Award Sponsor: Northern Territory Seafood Council 

Highly Recommended: Northern Territory Government 

Department of Resources ï Fisheries Division Indigenous 

Development Unit (DoR)  

 

The Indigenous marine ranger program (accepted by 

Glenn Schipp, DoR) has made a significant contribution to 

increasing awareness of the issues for the industry with in 

Aboriginal communities and made contributions to 

understanding the economic importance of the seafood 

industry. Their work has achieved increasing employment 

and training of apprentices, conducting of marine range 

workshops and partnership with indigenous groups 

including research.  

Above: Will Bowman  

Above: Horst Fischer  

Above: Glenn Schipp  
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Award Sponsors 
The 2011 NT Seafood Industry Ball and Awards were proudly sponsored by: 

 Darwin Port Corporation 

 Northern Territory Government Department of Lands and Planning ï Transport 

Safety 

 Northern Territory Government Department of Resources ï Fisheries Division 

 Fisheries Research and Development Corporation 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Seafood Sponsors 
Seafood to create a fabulous menu was generously sponsored by: 

 

 Austop Pty Ltd  

 Australia Bay Seafoods 

 Barramundi Licensee Committee 

 Darwin Fish Market 

 Northern Prawn Fishery Industry 

Pty Ltd 

 NT Mud Crab Licensee Committee  

 Paspaley Pearls 

 WA Seafood Exporters 

 

 

Photographs from the Ball and Awards 
Photographs from the night are available from the photographerôs facebook page 

which can be found at:  http://www.facebook.com/CapturePhotographyAndDesign.  

 

To arrange your own copy of any of the photographs displayed online, contact Amy 

Brabin at info@capturephotography.com.au directly. 

 

http://www.facebook.com/CapturePhotographyAndDesign
mailto:info@capturephotography.com.au
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Offshore Mining and Exploration 
 

A workshop was recently held in Melbourne (August 2011) with seafood and mining 

industry representatives from around the country to discuss the impacts of seismic 

exploration activities on industry. One outcome was to form a reference group who 

would look at developing a tactical research fund application which would endeavour 

to better understand the short comings in the current approval process and the impacts 

that offshore mining exploration activities have on fishing operations. 
 

Recently in the Northern Territory notification of exploration permits for a range of 

inshore coastal fishing were released in the NT News (24
th
 August 2011, page 54). The 

Northern Territory Seafood Council has opposed the granting of these permits as the 

potential impacts on existing commercial fishing operations are unknown.  
 

Meanwhile more 3D seismic exploration activity is being proposed to be undertaken in 

the Timor Reef Fishery. A meeting has been arranged for Timor Reef Fishery 

operators and ENI Australia to further discuss the proposal. 

   

 

Offshore Floating LNG Facility  
 

Plans are currently underway to have a liquified 

natural gas (LNG) floating, production, storage and 

offloading unit position in Territory waters. 
 

Bonaparte LNG is a joint venture between French 

energy giant GDF SUEZ and Australian gas 

producer Santos to develop the Petrel, Tern and 

Frigate fields in the Joseph Bonaparte Gulf using 

innovative floating LNG technology. The fields are 

situated about 250km west of Darwin and 170km 

from the nearest mainland. The project is in the early 

stages of development, with a final investment 

decision due in 2014 and first gas production 

expected in 2018.  
 

A floating LNG facility will be located over the 

Petrel field during the life of the project, drawing 

the gas from a subsea system and then processing 

and liquefying it to -161
o
C before transferring it to 

an LNG carrier for transport to Asian markets. Supply and maintenance for the project 

will be run out of Darwin harbour, through the NT Governmentôs proposed Marine 

Supply Base.  An appraisal drilling program is currently underway in the Petrel permit, 

the results from which will clarify the size of the reservoir and help in the design of the 

floating LNG facility.  
 

Bonaparte LNG is keen to maintain strong relationships and communication with the 

seafood industry and has been regularly communicating with NTSC CEO, Katherine 

Sarneckis on the progress and status of the project.  

A treatment and natural gas liquefaction 
and LNG storage vessel (front) with a LNG 
transportation vessel  
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        SeaNet Update 
 

 

 

The second Darwin Harbour Clean-Up day was held on Tuesday, July 5 and once 

again was successful in bringing together a range of stakeholders to do something 

positive for the Harbour and hopefully raise awareness of rubbish issues in our marine 

environment. 

 

Around 90 volunteers and workers got involved, from 

a diverse range of government, non-government and 

private agencies including Paspaley Pearls, NT 

Fisheries, NT Water Police, Darwin Port Corporation, 

Parks and Wildlife Junior Rangers, and Surf Life 

Saving NT. Eight boats were out on the water, 7 land-

based crews collected rubbish around Darwin and on 

Cox Peninsula, and a dive team from the Museum and 

Art Gallery Northern Territory went to see what they 

could find in Lake Alexander (not much). 

 

Just over a tonne of general rubbish was collected including 8 tyres, several chairs, 150 

metres of fishing line, 4500 plastic bags, 5200 aluminium cans, 1700 drink bottles, 

1900 pieces of cardboard (mainly fireworks which contain plastic inside the 

cardboard) and 63 thongs. 

 

The amount of general rubbish collected in most hotspots, especially common items 

such as aluminium cans and plastic bottles, was comparable to what was collected 

during last yearôs clean-up day. As well as the general rubbish collected, the Darwin 

Port Corporation crane pulled an extra 1.6 tonne of old steel from the mud in front of 

Hornibrooks Wharf. 

 

A 14
th
 video, showing all the action from the clean-up day, has been added to the 

SeaNet NT YouTube site. The SeaNet NT videos have now had over 19,000 views. 

 

As part of a project funded by the Fisheries Research and Development Corporation, 

SeaNet Officers are distributing information and resource materials on seafood quality 

& Occupational Health and Safety (OH&S) materials to the Post Harvest Sector. The 

resource materials include information on a Quality Index and an OH&S package 

developed by the Sydney Fish Market. To date, the information package has been 

delivered to the majority of those holding a Trader/Processor licence and a good 

percentage of the retailers providing fresh seafood.  

 

The updated Northern Territory Code of Practice for the Mud Crab Fishery was 

distributed and explained to 24 fishermen on a recent trip to the Western Gulf region. 

The trip was undertaken with Doug Neville (Chair of the NT Mud Crab Licensee 

Committee), Chris Calogeras (C-AID) and John Mayze (Primary Industries and 
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Fisheries, Queensland) and also covered the draft Environmental Management System 

for the fishery. 

 

Other activities the NT SeaNet Officer has been involved 

in recently include giving a presentation on the fishing 

industry and sustainability to 12 women Marine Rangers 

undertaking their Certificate II in Marine Compliance, and 

having a stall at the Girraween Primary School 

Sustainability Field Day.  

 

The Field Day was attended by around 450 primary school 

students and, as with the Marine Rangers, interest was 

captured by the displayed Turtle Excluder Device and 

explanation of how it and other Bycatch Reduction 

Devices work. 

 

For further information Lyn Lambeth can be contacted on 08 8981 5194 or 0421 

054 274 or by email lyn@oceanwatch.org.au 

 

 

Rural Women Awards ï Nominations OPEN 
 

The RIRDC Rural Womenôs Award is Australiaôs pre-eminent Award for rural 

women. The Award identifies and supports emerging leaders and change agents who 

have the capability and resources to drive innovation, productivity and sustainability 

within primary industries, and build economic and social development within rural 

communities.  
 

The Award acknowledges that women offer a unique approach to leadership, which 

involves connecting and collaborating to effect change and influence, often without the 

need for position or authority. The Award supports women with demonstrated 

leadership capabilities who have the desire and commitment to make a greater 

contribution to their industries and communities. It provides women with financial and 

professional support to implement their visions for primary industries and enhance 

their leadership capabilities.  
 

The Award is an amazing opportunity to further your leadership development, make a 

tangible difference and inspire others. The Award is a life changing experience that 

will link recipients with a positive and powerful network of like-minded women across 

the country who are passionate about primary industries and rural Australia.  
 

The Award is open to all women involved in primary industries and natural resource 

management. No formal qualifications are required. Donôt be shy about entering 

yourself or nominating someone. It is a great learning and development opportunity, so 

why not give it a go? Nominations close 15 October 2011. 

 

For further information contact: Edwina Clowes, RIRDC Rural Women's Award 

National Coordinator, mobile: 0417 727 544 or clowesedwina@bigpond.com

Students check out the SeaNet stall 
at Girraween Primary School  
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Labelling Australian Seafood a Winner for Restaurants 
 

Recent research shows that Territory consumers want to know where their seafood 

comes from, they prefer well-labelled local seafood over imports and they are prepared 

to pay a premium for fresh, locally caught fish. 

 

If  a restaurant has made the effort to have the best local seafood on offer, ñmake a 

song and dance about it on your menu, tell your customers!ò is the message being sent 

by the Northern Territory Seafood Council. 

 

The recent surveys show that 

when seafood is labelled as local 

or Australian, 91% of consumers 

will choose it over unlabelled 

seafood (4%) or imported seafood 

(4%). 

 

Twenty restaurants generously 

took part in this research over 12 

months which allowed researchers 

to better understand what seafood 

is being sold where and identify 

any issues with current labelling 

regulations.   

 

In late 2008 the Northern Territory became the first place in Australia to ensure 

seafood served in restaurants, pubs and clubs was labelled.  This allowed consumers to 

easily identify whether their seafood was local or imported.  The Northern Territory 

Seafood Council is working with national seafood industry bodies and the Federal 

Government to ensure the Territoryôs successful labelling regime is rolled out 

nationally. 

 

Labelling is a vital tool in giving consumers what they are looking for and, in turn, 

securing Australian Seafood industryôs future.  With increasing costs and pressures on 

the Australian industry, we must be able to identify local seafood or simply lose our 

markets to imported product.  

 

Fisheries Research and Development Corporation (FRDC) Project 2009/216: Tactical 

Research Fund: Tracking the impacts on seafood consumption at dining venues arising 

from the Northern Territoryôs seafood labelling laws is supported by funding from the 

FRDC on behalf of the Australian Government. 

 

The report was officially launched at the Noodle House by Minister Kon Vatskalis on 

11 August 2011. Copies of the report are now available at the NTSC website:  

http://www.ntsc.com.au/labelling.html  

 

 

The Noodle House presented delicious local seafood for 
the  launch in August 2011.  

http://www.ntsc.com.au/labelling.html
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Tough times getting tougher? Help is available 
 

NT fishing and aquaculture licence holders are currently being surveyed to determine 

their current financial status and to determine what factors will affect their profitability 

over the next 3 to 5 years. 

 

Needless to say static or falling prices, increasing costs, likely fishing ground access 

limitations, carbon tax, and a host of other problem means increased hardship for 

many fishers.  Some just say these are just part of the industry and they keep going 

because they love it.  Others say they will be pushed out and have to find other ways to 

earn a living. 

 

The Rural Business Support Service is a free, independent and impartial service with a 

charter, through its Rural Financial Counselling Service SA (RFCSSA) division, to 

support primary producers, fishermen and small rural businesses suffering financial 

hardship, and with no alternative sources of impartial support.  Part of the charter is to 

provide a financial analysis service to fishers, both in South Australia and the Northern 

Territory.    

 

A RFCSSA business advisor is already operating in the NT working with the NT 

Cattlemenôs Association and interviews are underway for a second advisor.  Both will 

be available to assist seafood industry members. 

 

Outcomes of the NT survey to date include concerns over the aging of the fishermen, 

with a number of licence holders reaching their 60s and even 70s.  Difficulties in 

sourcing good quality crew is also a major issues and a number of licensees have 

suggested that foreign worker permits may be the answer, but they seem ñimpossible 

to getò. 

 

Surveys will continue through September with the final report out in October 2011. 

 

Anyone wishing to have a say please contact Dos OôSullivan on 0418 130 595 or 

dos@dosaqua.com.au 

 

Work Health and Safety Legislation 
 

The commencement of the new national model Work Health and Safety laws will be 

implemented as of 1 January 2012 and there are important changes with regard to 

employers and company director liabilities. 

The harmonisation of workplace health and safety laws aims to reduce the incidence of 

workplace death, injury and disease in Australia. In September 2009, a draft model Act 

was released for public comment. On 11 December 2009, the Workplace Relations 

Ministers' Council endorsed the draft model act, which was titled the Model Work 

Health and Safety (WHS) Act. A copy of the Model Act can be found at Safe Work 

Australia website (www.safeworkaustralia.gov.au).  

 

For further information email modellaws@nt.gov.au or call 8999 5410. 

mailto:dos@dosaqua.com.au
mailto:modellaws@nt.gov.au
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New Air Cargo Transport Security Measures 
 

On 9 February 2010 the Australian Government announced the Strengthening Aviation 

Security Initiative, a $200 million package to enhance Australiaôs aviation security. 

New security requirements will ultimately mean that goods travelling by air will need 

to originate from a regulated shipper, or be subjected to examination by technology, 

prior to uplift on an aircraft. 
 

To provide information about this initiative and explain the potential impacts on 

businesses information sessions are being held throughout Australia. Venues are yet to 

be confirmed but the following dates have been advised: Darwin 19 October 2011, 

Brisbane 20 October 2011, and Perth 3 November 2011. 
 

For further information contact Sarah McGuigain on 02 6274 7173 or email 

SupplyChainInformationSessions@infrastructure.gov.au  

 

Frances Bay Area Plan 
 

In the last four years, the Government has been actively developing the Frances Bay 

Planning Principles and Frances Bay Area Plan. In August 2011 Mr Gerald McCarthy, 

Minister for Lands and Planning approved an amendment to the Northern Territory 

Planning Scheme with regard to the Frances Bay Area Plan and Planning Principles.  
 

Discussions between the Northern Territory Seafood Council, the Darwin Port 

Corporation and various NT Government Departments and Ministers about the 

development of Frances Bay area have been ongoing for over 17 years. In 1995 the NT 

Government gave a firm undertaking that the Fishermanôs Mooring Basin would 

remain for the industry and that Lot 6404 would be reserved for seafood facilities and 

seafood related tourism outlets.   
 

The Frances Bay Planning Principles have adopted the suggestions to reinforce the 

areas primary focus for the commercial seafood industry by including in Principle 1 

(a) wholesale and retail fish markets and associated seafood facilities (cold 

storage/processing/packaging areas and unloading areas) previously the principles 

only referred to wholesale and retail fish markets. 
 

The Frances Bay Area Plan (see page xx) underwent minor changes, including the 

removal of the proposal for a new lock. The plan continues to promote residential 

development which was not supported by the Northern Territory Seafood Council. 
 

Given the current insufficiencies of berthing facilities at Fishermanôs Wharf for 

vessels to take on fuel and supplies, the concept of making Fishermanôs Wharf a 

public recreation area, opportunity to establish a helipad and berths for tourist craft 

was not supported. Similarly the proposal to make the Hornibrooks Wharf area a 

transport hub for ferry services was not supported as this would result in the loss of 

further access to land and services used by industry. The plan remains to cater for both 

these potential activities. 
 

Copies of the planning principles and area plan can be obtained by phoning 8999 

6466 or emailing planning@nt.gov.au  

mailto:SupplyChainInformationSessions@infrastructure.gov.au
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Above: Recently Gazetted Frances Bay Area Plan  


