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Safety Requirement or Safety Hazard? 
 

An item that is carried on commercial fishing vessels for safety turned into a 
dangerous weapon last month.  
 

Barramundi fisherman and Northern 
Territory Seafood Council Vice 
Chairman, Mr Mike Fraser, had a 
somewhat unnerving experience 
whilst on his commercial vessel 
when without warning, the near new 
“Signal Horn” (a pressurised 
canister) carried on his boat    
exploded.  
 
The force of the explosion sent the 
can flying into the vessels railing. 
Fortunately no one was between the 
canister and the railing at the time.  

 
The top of the canister was nowhere to be found and the rest of the canister hit the 
railing of the vessel with such force that the bottom of the can was completely 
deformed.  
 
As you will be aware, carrying a horn is a survey requirement and with small vessels, 
canister type horns are the only practical option.  
 
Northern Territory Consumer Affairs have been notified of the incident and are keen 
to know whether other people have had similar experiences with this type of device.  
 
For further information or to report any similar incidents please contact John ‘Mac’ 
MacCartie at the Northern Territory Seafood Council on 8981 5194. 
 

  What remained of Mike Fraser’s signal horn after it  exploded  
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Quick Read 
 

Blue Mud Bay 
The Tiwi Islands have not 
extended their interim 
arrangements with the NT 
Government for access for 
fishers to the inter-tidal 
zone.  
www.fishing.nt.gov.au/ 
 
Get Online! 
Have you visited the 
Support NT Caught website 
yet? If not, get online! 
supportntcaught.com.au 
 

 
 
Young Achievers to get 
National recognition 
The Australian Seafood 
Industry Awards are set to 
be held in the Gold Coast on 
25th October 2011. With a  
new category of Young 
Achiever to recognise the 
achievements of people 
within the industry under 
the age of 35.  
 
Tilapia destroyed 
A seafood outlet was 
recently found to be selling 
Tilapia, a species which is 
illegal to be in possession of 
within the Territory. All 
Tilapia was removed from 
the outlet and destroyed. 
 
Barra season coming to 
end for 2010 
The 2010 commercial 
Barramundi season is 
drawing to a close on 30 
September. Catches have 
been stable, but were slow 
at the start of the season due 
to weather conditions. 
 

Chairman’s Report 
 
Commercial fishing is a $2bn 
industry so you would think at 
election time we would be able to 
score some good commitments. 
This of course naively assumes 
that our issues will have some 
impact on votes. Unfortunately, 
here in the Territory, it is pretty 
clear that our issues do not rate.  
 
We asked both parties for a 
statement on commercial fishing. 
Julia told us she liked us because we worked hard!! – (but 
couldn’t point to a single thing she’d done for the NT 
industry in three years). She promised a marine park 
process based on science and a displacement policy, the 
same promise we have heard for three years. And her 
piece de resistance was “recognising” our desire to 
remove the loophole in country of origin labelling 
nationwide. Recognised!!! Was it hard? Commercial 
fishers have been asking for this loophole to be removed 
for years. 
 
The good news was that the statement didn’t cost the 
industry anything. That was until Mr. Hale decided that 
Marine Parks were not the issue and in fact amateur 
fishers should be scared to death of uncontrolled 
commercial activity!!  
 
Go Damian, thanks for your support, we are actually not 
your dog to kick for cheap votes.  
 
In fact we are one of the Territory’s oldest industries and 
we’ll still be around long after our current batch of 
politicians are gone. From the coastal vote around 
Australia, it turns out that Marine Protected Areas (MPAs) 
were the issue and most people already know our 
commercial fisheries are some of the most tightly 
regulated in the world!  
 
I can’t really explain Damien’s sudden head explosion on 
commercial fishing unless he hoped it would win back 
recreational fishing votes – the truth is, that in the past, 
Damian had worked with the industry in Canberra to 
ensure our position on MPA’s was being heard.   
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Anyway, it turns out despite lobbying hard to close us out of 
our fishing grounds for years, amateur fishers are not too keen 
on being locked out of MPA’s either. This became a major 
issue in coastal seats during the campaign and the 
government’s record on consultation – or lack of it – has 
certainly cost them dearly. 
 
So how do I think we may fair out of the election. Well let’s 
avoid the glass half empty view. The greens will hold the 
balance of power in the senate and they strongly support 
labelling. Bob Brown’s dad was a commercial fisherman so we 
cannot all be bad. Most of the independents are from rural seats 
and have electorates with very similar issues to our own.  
 
So here’s looking forward to Christmas and opening our 
presents…. I would be happy with just one – Country of Origin 
Labelling rolled out nationwide! 
 
 
Rob Fish 
Chairman – Northern Territory Seafood Council 
 
 
 

Seafood Industry Leaders in Darwin 
�
Seafood Services Australia recently hosted one of their regular 
Network Meetings in Darwin. Capturing the opportunity, 
NTSC CEO, Katherine Sarneckis, organised a dinner at the 
Saffrron restaurant for 27 of the local and interstate industry 
leaders present. Saffrron, was the first establishment to embrace 
the Support NT Caught campaign, upgrading its seafood menu 
to a local only sweet of dishes. 
 
The NTSC’s campaign to raise public awareness of local 
seafood, backed by the Territory’s seafood labelling regulation 
have encouraged the likes of Saffrron and other establishments 
to opt for local seafood over imported product. “This is 
something to be proud of” said NTSC Chairman, Rob Fish. 
 
“Wholesalers are reporting increased demand for local product 
and restaurants such as Saffrron have ditched the imported 
prawn and upgraded to high quality local banana prawns to 
give the consumer what they want – a Territory seafood 
experience” said Mr Fish. 

Quick Read 
 

Eat a Local 
Keep your eyes peeled for 
the next publication of This 
Week in Darwin which will 
include an advert and 
editorial about why people 
should support NT caught. 
 

 
 

Tropical Fish are 
Migrating South! 

A new CSIRO study has 
found that climate change is 
driving a widespread 
number of fish south as the 
oceans warm. The study 
found around 30 per cent of 
Australia's inshore coastal 
fish families have been 
found outside their usual 
area. 

 
2010 NTSC AGM 

It is coming to that time of 
year again… the date for the 
NTSC AGM has been set 
for Saturday 13th 
November 2010, official 
notices and agenda will be 
distributed to all members 
shortly. 
 

Harbour Cleanup 
The first ever Darwin 
Harbour Marine Cleanup 
was a huge success see page 
4 for more information. 
 

E-Newsletter 
You can now register for 
your electronic copy of 
Seafood Council News by 
emailing ntsc@ntsc.com.au  
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        SeaNet Update 

 
 
 

Following a successful funding application to the NT Natural Resource Management 
Board’s Coastcare program, the SeaNet Officer, Lyn Lambeth, worked hard with the 
Seafood Council in organising a clean-up day for Darwin Harbour.  
 
The Darwin Harbour Clean-up was held on July 13 with the assistance of workers and 
volunteers from over 20 government, non-government and private stakeholders. There 
were eight land-based sites around Darwin and on Cox Peninsula, eight boats covering 
the waters between Fishermen’s Wharf to East Arm and 93 people directly involved 
on the day. 

 
Over two and a half tonnes of 
rubbish was collected, including half 
a tonne of truck tyres from around 
the wharf, 300 kg of tangled pearl 
floats and rope from East Arm, 17 
shopping trolleys from the water 
around Fishermen’s Wharf and 
along the coast at Coconut Grove. 
Also collected were around 1800 
plastic drink bottles and 7600 
aluminium cans. 
 

  Lyn Lambeth, NT SeaNet Officer cleaning up Fisher men’s Wharf  

 
Media interest before and during the event was very high, no doubt due to the spotlight 
being on Darwin Harbour pollution issues at the time. The commitment of commercial 
fishermen in protecting the marine environment and their involvement in collecting 
marine debris as a part of their daily activities was emphasised throughout the media 
campaign. 
 
The intention is to make this a yearly event and the Seafood Council will have further 
discussions with the NRMB (NT). There was some support from the seafood industry 
(financial and equipment) but it would be great next year to have fishing boats 
involved – the visual impact of the boats, cranes, forklifts and people around 
Fishermen’s Wharf was definitely impressive and resulted in the large volume of 
rubbish collected as well as the area able to be covered. 
 
Lyn recently set up a SeaNet stall at the Darwin Careers Expo and spent the day 
talking with students about careers and opportunities in the seafood industry. Around 
2000 students, teachers and parents attended the Expo at Fannie Bay racecourse. 
 
 
For further information Lyn Lambeth can be contacted on 08 8981 5194 or 0421 
054 274 or by email lyn@oceanwatch.org.au 
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Hoodwinking Consumers Not Tolerated 

 
Recent survey’s of consumers have 
shown that Country of Origin 
Labelling (CoOL) is an important 
piece of information that consumers 
use to decide what kind of seafood 
they are going to dine on. 
 
The words Local Wild Caught or 
Local Farmed are attracting the 
consumers eye and their dollar!  
 
When provided with the right 
information, consumers are 
empowered to make an informed 
decision about what kind of seafood experience they want to have in the Territory. 
 
Reports from consumers of dining venues which are not properly labelling their 
seafood continue to come in to the Seafood Council. Where appropriate and adequate 
information is received, these complaints have been forwarded on the Water Police for 
investigation. In the last month two venues have been cautioned in regard to labelling 
and any further breaches at these locations are likely to result in prosecution.  
 
Surveys of consumers are being undertaken as part of the Tactical Research Fund 
Project: Tracking the impacts on seafood consumption at dining venues arising from 
the Northern Territory’s seafood labelling laws which is supported by funding from 
the FRDC on behalf of the Australian Government. 
 
 

New Name, Same Game – Water Police 
 
After years of tongue twisters of PFMEU, PMFU, MPFEU and long winded 
introductions, sense has prevailed and the Police Fisheries and Marine Enforcement 
Unit, which since the earlier eighties has been responsible for marine and fisheries 
issues, have had a name change to “Water Police”, effective 1st July 2010. 
 
The Water Police continues to be a 15 person unit that is responsible for a number of 
Acts, including but not limited to the Fisheries Act, Marine Safety Act, Sacred Sites 
Act and Aboriginal Land Rights Act.  
 
Safety of life at sea and protection of our fisheries are the priorities for the Water 
Police.  This relates to all sectors equally and the Water Police are engaging with 
representatives and peak bodies in the recreational, commercial and fishing tour 
operator arenas. The Water Police undertake marine and inland waters search and 
rescue operations and at a recent Seafood Council meeting, Officer in Charge, Stephen 
Martin thanked commercial fishers who play a vital role in assisting with the rescue of 
other vessels, particularly ill prepared recreational fishing vessels in remote locations. 

Above: Garlic Northern Territory Wild Caught Banana  Prawns  
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Changes to the Offshore Snapper Fishery 
 

The Northern Territory Fisheries 
Joint Authority (NTFJA) has given 
‘in principle’ support for the 
introduction of Individual 
Transferable Quota (ITQ) in the 
Demersal and Finfish Trawl 
fisheries.  
 
The Offshore Snapper Advisory 
Group and the Northern Territory 
Seafood Council have been working 
with Fisheries to develop a revised 
management framework for the 
Demersal / Finfish Trawl Fisheries. 
 

The revised framework is a direct result of discussions with industry regarding the 
viability of a quota management system for the offshore fisheries. 
 
The draft framework which describes proposed ITQ management arrangements was 
distributed to all Demersal and Finfish Trawl licence holders for comment earlier this 
month. The Advisory Group will consider all comments received and any significant 
new issues will be resolved.  
 
Once the Advisory Group has considered the feedback received from licence holders, 
a draft will be presented to the Executive Director of Fisheries for consideration. 
Following wider public consultation on the proposed framework, approval will be 
sought from the NTFJA for the regulatory drafting process to begin. 
 
 

Marine Bioregional Planning Process 
 
Both NTSC Chairman Rob Fish and CEO, Katherine Sarneckis participated in a two 
day workshop involving industry representatives from around the country along with 
Department of Environment, Water, Heritage and the Arts representatives. The 
workshop was held in Canberra on 19th and 20th July 2010 to discuss the Marine 
Bioregional Planning Process. During the workshop the Government went into and as 
we go to press, remains in caretaker mode. The National Seafood Industry Alliance 
continues to seek further improvements to this process and in a policy document which 
was sent to all political parties requested specific actions but primarily that the design 
and size of the proposed marine plans be based on good science, not well-resourced 
campaigning. 

 

Sacred Sites 
 

The Northern Territory Seafood Council met with the Aboriginal Areas Protection 
Authority (AAPA) to discuss mapping of sacred sites. Further discussions are to be 
held with the aim of developing tools to aid commercial fishers in better understanding 
both their legal obligations and education surrounding specific sacred sites. 

Offshore snapper catch onboard fishing vessel Aleth a T 
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DNA Test Costs a Fisher $40,000 
 
A Queensland fisher has copped a 
$40,000 fine for falsely labelling 
Queensland mud crabs as coming 
from the Territory.  
 
The fine related to the sale of jenny’s 
and undersized bucks into the Sydney 
Fish Market. The crab, which would 
have been legal if caught in the 
Territory were caught in Queensland 
waters where the taking of jenny’s is 
totally prohibited.  
 
Despite the misleading documentation, it was proved that the crab originated from 
Queensland through DNA testing carried out at the behest of Queensland Fisheries and 
Biosecurity Queensland. 

 
 

Two New Surveyors Appointed 
 
The Department of Lands and Planning’s Marine Safety Branch has recruited two new 
marine surveyors. Their appointment brings the Branch staff up to 12, comprising 
administrative, marine and professional personnel.  
 
The two surveyors, Thorsten Kopke and Vidzhay Vishv, are working under the 
supervision of Principal Marine Surveyor, Sri Srinivas. They have recently been 
surveying some of the more than 500 Northern Territory commercial vessels in local 
and remote areas such as Timber Creek, Nhulunbuy and Groote Eylandt. 
 
 
 

Minimum Manning Requirements 
 

Lately, there has been some confusion over Manning Requirements. The Marine 
Safety Branch would like to clarify the issue. It is possible to obtain multiple 
certificates of survey to legally operate with varying levels of minimum safety 
manning.  
 
Accordingly, Guidance Note 28 has been revised and the latest Guidance Note 28, 
revision 6 should be consulted. It can be downloaded at the address below, received by 
e-mail marinesafety@nt.gov.au or collected from the Marine Safety Branch. 
 
www.marinesafety.nt.gov.au/transport/safety/marine/publications/documents/GN28_96.pdf  

 
 

Cooked NT Mud Crab- DNA tests can prove it! 
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2010 Royal Darwin Show 
 
Once again Brian and Barb Koennecke were asked by the Royal Darwin Show Society 
to organise a stand for this years show. The duo pulled together material from their 
own aquarium stock in Nhulunbuy, baby Barra from Humpty Doo Barramundi, Stone 
fish from Indo Pacific Marine, Hermit crabs from Dave Crowley and corals and fish 
from Daniel Kimberley. The Darwin Aquaculture Centre provided clams, Sea 
Cucumber and bulk seawater. 
 
Sponsorship and assistance by way of tanks, stands and large vessels were 
forthcoming from Territory Tanks and Indo Pacific. David Daly Electronics provided a 
flat screen and Lyn from SeaNet a video. 
 

The show, held on the 23rd and 24th of 
July attracted tens of thousands of people 
from Darwin and across the Top End, 
many of whom visited the display. From 
the stark ugliness of the stone fish to the 
exquisite beauty of the corals and fish 
from the Darwin and Gove regions to the 
evocative appeal of the giant clam and 
her offspring, the display was a great 
success. 
 
Barb and Brian are to be commended for 
their effort and personal expense in 
pulling the show together.  

 
Thanks are also extended to all the others, in particular Julii Tyson and Cheyan 
Crowley, who volunteered their time to man the display and provide answers to the 
many questions posed by visitors. 

 
 

Governance Training Scholarship for NTSC CEO 
 
The Board was pleased to hear from the Fisheries Research and Development 
Corporation (FRDC) that Seafood Council CEO, Katherine Sarneckis, was awarded 
the 2010 Women’s Governance Scholarship. 
 
An annual governance scholarship is awarded by the FRDC to a female member of the 
Australian fishing industry and provides a unique opportunity for an emerging, or new, 
industry leader to undertake the Australian Institute of Company Directors (AICD), 
Company Directors' Course. The course is recognised as the definitive program for 
company directors in Australia. 
  
The Scholarship is valued at up to $15,000 and will be used by Katherine to undertake 
the one week residential course and exam in the Yarra Valley, mid September 2010. 
 

John MacCartie, Barbara and Brian Koennecke at 
Aquarium Display at the 2010 Darwin Royal Show 
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Board Profile 
 

Will Bowman -  Trepang Fishery 
 
Mr Will Bowman, who works for Tasmanian Seafoods was appointed to the Seafood 
Council Board in March 2010 as the nominated representative for the Trepang fishery 
sector. Will was raised in Victorian sheep and cattle country before embarking on a 
Batchelor of Science at Deakin University.  
 
From one extreme to the other, he took up a position at Queensland Fisheries, 
Northern Fisheries Centre looking at Rock Lobster species development from an 
aquaculture perspective. 
 
Obviously life north of the Tropic of Capricorn suited Will. His next challenge was to 
take up a position with ‘Tassie’ Seafoods in Darwin. The main focus of his work is 
Sea Cucumber development. He has set up a pilot facility at the Darwin Aquaculture 
Centre and is about to move into commercial scale production. Another challenge 
facing Will is to evaluate the feasibility of ‘sea ranching’ Sea Cucumber in remote 
Northern Territory localities.  
 
Not satisfied with a degree in Fisheries Management and Aquaculture he completed 
post graduate qualifications in Marine Resource Management via correspondence 
through the University of Tasmania. 
 
When not working, Will is still committed to his study. He is currently half way to 
gaining a Masters of Science in Fisheries Management.  
 
 

Lyn’s Set to Graduate  
 

The 2010 National Seafood Industry Leadership Program is holding the final 
residential session and graduation for the 2010 participants at Parliament House in 
Canberra on the 22nd and 23rd of September . 
 
The Northern Territory Seafood Council has been proudly supporting NT SeaNet 
Officer, Lyn Lambeth, to undertake this course.  
 
“It’s been a fantastic opportunity to work with a diverse range of people from the 
seafood industry, from oyster and marron farmers to an auctioneer from Sydney Fish 
Market. The course has also given me the opportunity to meet with current industry 
leaders in both formal and informal settings, allowing me to broaden my perspective 
on the industry as a whole. The networks formed through the course will continue to 
support and inform me into the future.” 
 
During the final session graduates will also launch their 2010 Mission, which is to 
develop an alliance of young representatives for a cohesive Australian seafood 
industry. 
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Juvenile Crab Project Coming to an End 
 

A collaborative research project involving the Northern Territory Seafood Council, the 
Fisheries Group, the NT Mud Crab Licensee Committee, the Djelk, Yugul Mangi and 
Li-Anthawirriyarra Sea Ranger Groups is now into its second and final year.  
 
The aim of the study is to collect information on when and where juvenile mud crabs 
are found and identify potential links between juvenile abundance and the subsequent 
commercial harvest of mud crabs.  

The immediate success in capturing 
good numbers of small mud crabs has 
generated interest in the project 
among crab biologists in both 
Queensland and Western Australia. 
Presentations on the project have 
been given in Darwin, Bribie Island, 
QLD, Fremantle, WA and 
internationally at Anchorage, Alaska 
and Vancouver, British Columbia. 
 
At the completion of the project, the 
data collected will be used to identify 
patterns in juvenile crab abundance in 
each area. If trends in juvenile and 

adult commercial catches are similar, then the survey method may enable fishers to 
predict the relative size of their catch six to nine months in advance. Such a forecasting 
tool may also allow crabbers to scale their operations to the predicted catch. Field 
work and data collection will cease at the end of September and a final report to be 
completed by December 2010.   
 
This study is supported through funding from a Landcare Sustainable Practices grant 
under the Australian Government's Caring for our Country program. 
 

2011 RIRDC Rural Women’s Award – Nominations Now OPEN 

The Rural Industry Research and Development Corporations’ Rural Women’s Award 
is Australia’s pre-eminent award that recognises and encourages rural women’s 
contribution to primary industries and resource development in Australia. The award 
provides rural women with financial and practical support to implement their visions 
for primary industries and enhance their leadership and representative capacities.  

It provides an opportunity to further professional development to make a tangible 
difference and to inspire others. The $10,000 bursary is the major prize for each state 
and territory winner and can be used to develop your vision into a new project or 
initiative.  

If you wish to enter or nominate someone visit www.ruralwomensaward.gov.au or 
the Seafood Council office for further information.  

 

Yugul Mangi ranger Benjamin Wilfred checking resear ch pot 
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Seafood Trends in Darwin  
 
The Seafood Council has been undertaking a project to research the impacts of NT 
Seafood labeling laws. Two rounds of survey’s of both consumers and 20 food outlets 
were conducted in April and July 2010 and while it is still early days in the 16 month 
project, some interesting trends are starting to emerge. 
 

�  The top five fish species (based on volume) used by venues surveyed were 
Barramundi, Prawns, Calamari, Goldband Snapper and King Threadfin.   

�  There were significant differences in usage between the April and July surveys in 
local product use which is likely due to increased tourist activity and also that some 
venues switched to a dry season menu which usually contains more seafood. 

�  King Threadfin and Barramundi are the species most likely to be sourced from the 
NT.   

�  Prawns, calamari and other shellfish used in the venues surveyed, are more likely to 
be sourced from overseas than from Australian waters. 

�  The availability and price-competitiveness of local seafood was cited by venue 
owners, managers and chefs as a key barrier to increasing its use. 

The Tactical Research Fund Project: Tracking the impacts on seafood consumption at 
dining venues arising from the Northern Territory’s seafood labelling laws is 
supported by funding from the FRDC on behalf of the Australian Government. 
�
�

Seafood Recipe Cards Hot Property! 
 

As part of the Support NT Caught campaign the 
Support NT Caught recipe cards have proved to 
be a hot item with the NTSC stocks completely 
depleted. 
 
The set of five Support NT Caught recipe cards 
is being expanded to a nine card set and will be 
available shortly for distribution. 
 
Support NT Caught campaign is proving 
popular with fish market venues and local 
restaurants who are proudly displaying the logo 
to highlight local products to consumers. 
 
The full set of recipe cards are expected to be 
available by late September 2010, in the 
meantime visit www.supportntcaught.com to 
download your recipes. 
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National Seafood Industry Alliance Update 
 
The National Seafood Industry Alliance (the Alliance) presented a Federal Election 
Policy Statement to all Federal parties federal parties in August 2010 seeking a range 
of commitments relating to the key priority areas the Alliance focuses on.  
 
The Alliance asked Federal political parties to make commitments to the following: 
 

·  That they unambiguously support Australian commercial fishing industries as 
sustainable and as providers of best quality seafood to Australian consumers; 

·  That they celebrate Australian commercial fisheries as the best managed in the 
world;  

·  That they recognise the excellent environmental management credentials of 
commercial fishing industries; 

·  That they recognise Australian fisheries as good corporate citizens who make a 
vital and significant contribution to many of our rural communities; and  

·  Action to prevent the degradation of the marine environment by non fishing 
activities, such as urban, agricultural runoff to ensure that fish stocks can be 
sustainably harvested by future generations. 

 
As a result both major Federal parties responded with policy statements. For further 
information visit www.ntsc.com.au and read the full NSIA policy and the statements 
received in response from both parties. 
�
The National Seafood Industry Alliance was formed in August 2009 and comprises the 
CEO’s or Chair of the following organisations: 
 

Commonwealth Fisheries Association   Allan Crosthwaite   
National Aquaculture Council   Justin Fromm             
New South Wales Seafood Industry Council  Grahame Turk    
Northern Territory Seafood Council   Katherine Sarneckis  
Queensland Seafood Industry Association   Winston Harris    
Seafood Industry Victoria     Ross McGowan   
Tasmanian Seafood Industry Council   Neil Stump    
Western Australian Fishing Industry Council Anna Cronin   
Wildcatch Fisheries SA     Dr Gary Morgan    

 

Coming Events 
 

Event Date Venue 

Barramundi Licensee Committee 
AGM 

8th October 2010 NTSC, conference room 

QSIA Annual General Meeting 21-22nd October 2010 Townsville 

SSA Network Meeting 4th November 2010 Adelaide 

NTSC Board Meeting 12th November 2010 NTSC, conference room 

NTSC Annual General Meeting & post 
meeting BBQ 

13th November 2010 TBA 

 


