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How much water is going to be locked up? 
 

On Thursday 5
th

 May 2011, the Draft South-West Bioregional Plan was released by 

the Commonwealth Government for a three month comment period and it proposing to 

create marine reserves that cover an area of 538,000 km².  

 

How large is 538,000 km
2
 you might ask? Well it is large. It is just over 40% of the 

entire marine waters for the South-West Region. To give it a comparison, the Northern 

Territory commercial fishers operate in approximately 500,000km
2
 of water to harvest 

seafood on behalf of the public. Or to put that into perspective approximately twice the 

size of the land mass of Victoria. 

 

So where is our seafood going to 

come from if we lock up our 

oceans to current and future 

development?  

 

This is a good question and should 

be looked into further to determine 

what are the impacts of locking up 

our highly regulated and world 

class managed fisheries and 

seafood resources when our 

demand for seafood is growing. 
   Figure 1:  Proposed South-West Marine Reserve Network 
 

The National Seafood Industry Alliance (NSIA) is working closely with the 

Department of Sustainability, Environment, Water, Population and Communities 

(SEWPaC) to ensure that the impacts of proposed marine reserves are well understood 

and kept to a minimum.  

 

The impacts which need to be investigated include the impact on the fishers who are 

harvesting the seafood, the land based businesses and communities that are dependent 

on fishers and of course the Australian consumer who wants to eat Australian seafood.  
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Quick Read 
 

Census 2011 
The compulsory census is to 

be held on 9
th
 August 2011 

with an online eCensus 

available for the first time. 

 

Blue Mud Bay 
The Northern Land Council, 

has extended interim 

arrangements until the 31
st
 

December 2011 while 

negotiations continue.  

www.fishing.nt.gov.au/ 

 

Get Online! 
Have you visited the 

Support NT Caught website 

yet? If not, get online! 

supportntcaught.com.au 

 

 
 

Facebook Site 
Are you a fan of Support 

NT Caught? If so show 

your support by joining us 

on facebook!  

 

Draft Plans for North 
The draft plans for the 

North region as part of the 

marine bioregional planning 

process are due for release 

around August 2011. 

 

Scoping study 
A scoping study is planned 

to begin in June 2011 

undertaken by Rural 

Business Support Services. 

The study will add to 

demographic data about the 

NT seafood industry and 

identify potential clients for 

Rural Business Support 

Services, who offer free 

services to industry. 

Chairman’s Report 
 

Whilst on face value the 

consultation with industry on 

marine parks is improving there 

still remains far too many 

inconsistencies for industry to be 

comfortable with the process.  

This is completely unacceptable 

when one sees that we are the 

only industry impacted. 

 

Okay so we need marine parks to 

protect biodiversity – it is not 

about managing fisheries as that is the role of Fisheries 

departments.  Well that is what we are told.  It is a 

different story when we see "scientists" and green groups 

and other special interest groups talking up marine parks 

to the public.  “They are needed because of over fishing 

and the terrible state of our fisheries” - lie number one.  

“They will create jobs and a tourist industry like at the 

Barrier reef” - lie number two.  “They will contain bigger 

fish that will spill over and benefit commercial fishers” - 

lie number three.  Marine Parks are going to cost the 

government millions of tax payers' dollars to implement 

and manage.  They are going to cost Australia far more in 

lost opportunities if we do see up to 40% of our oceans 

locked up.  The public should not be misled about what 

they are for. 

 

The fact that we are seeing proposals with 40% of the 

ocean inside marine parks should come as no surprise as 

this was the magical figure the greens ran to the last 

election.  You know the line - we need complete closures 

over 40% else all the fish will be gone.  Now the 

governments own press release explains that we have 

learnt from land management and land based national 

parks of the need for reserves to manage our waters.  Well 

okay let us have some areas locked up as what in effect is 

an insurance policy for poor management - say maybe 

10%.  But 40% - let us imagine the impact on land - make 

40% of NSW or QLD or WA a national park and try and 

pretend it is in Australia‟s interest.  Of note the green 

groups lobbying for marine reserves have been vocal in 

the fact they think the proposed 40% in the SW is 

inadequate.  

http://www.fishing.nt.gov.au/
http://www.supportntcaught.com.au/
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But all is not lost, industry will be compensated.  Well if you 

can demonstrate your catch is impacted you will.  The 

government seems to have linked minimising impact on 

industry with minimising compensation.  For the record they 

are not the same thing.  It is great that Government are trying to 

avoid areas we fish more heavily, but hey it doe not mean we 

should give up our access for free.  Could you take land off a 

farmer with no compensation just because it hadn't been 

farmed?  Maybe the government could just start acquiring 

people‟s spare rooms for the homeless without compensation. 

 

The Marine Park process has not been explained adequately to 

the public by government and other special interest groups have 

purposefully misled.  In this the seafood industry alone is 

wearing the burden and it is time we were given more respect.  

I see no benefits to industry in this process and perhaps its 

proponents should remember the golden rule - "Do unto others 

as you would have them do unto you" 

 
Rob Fish 

Chairman – Northern Territory Seafood Council 

Quick Read 
 

Ball and Awards  
Tickets to the Ball and 

Awards are now for sale.  
 

Avoid disappointment and 

contact Irawan today on 

8981 5194 to secure your 

seats to this black tie 

event which will tantalise 

your taste buds.  
 

Tables of ten are available 

admin@ntsc.com.au 

 

FISH 
Attached is the latest edition 

of FRDC‟s FISH magazine 

which highlights over 20 

years of the Fisheries 

Research and Development 

Corporation achievements. 

 

 
 

Win $1000 
All paid Seafood Directions 

registrations for lodged 

prior to June 30th will 

participate in a draw on 

Awards night for a refund 

of expenses up to $1000. 

 

2011/12 NTSC Levy 
The NT Government has 

confirmed that the NTSC 

Levy will be set at $800 per 

licence for the 2011-12 

licensing year. 

 

E-Newsletter 

You can now register for 

your electronic copy of 

Seafood Council News by 

emailing: ntsc@ntsc.com.au  

mailto:ntsc@ntsc.com.au
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MARINE BIOREGIONAL PLANNING 

 

Fisheries Adjustment Policy 

Environment Minister, Tony Burke, released the Gillard Government's policy of 

supporting commercial fishing operators and communities if they are affected by the 

establishment of new Commonwealth marine reserves on the 3
rd

 May 2011. 

The fisheries adjustment policy outlines the principles that the Government will apply 

in determining the forms of assistance available to industry and fishing-reliant 

communities following the establishment of a final network of Commonwealth marine 

reserves. 

Full policy: http://www.environment.gov.au/coasts/mbp/about/policy.html 

 

What activities are proposed to be in and out? 
 

The Draft South-West Bioregional Plan has proposed to use three zones for the marine 

reserve network. As indicated in Figure 1, a large amount of the reserve (285,929km2 

and 53% of the total marine reserve is proposed to be declared Marine National Park 

Zone which excludes both recreational and commercial fishing activity (Table 1). 
 

Activity Multiple Use 
Zone 

(IUCN Category VI) 

Special Purpose 
Zone (IUCN 

Category VI) 

Marine National 
Park Zone  

(IUCN Category II) 

Recreational fishinga   

Recreational scuba diving and 
snorkellingb 

  

Research and monitoringb   

Tourism, including dive/snorkel tours, 
nature watchingb 

  

Mining, including petroleum 
exploration and developmentc 

  

Shippingd   

Charter fishinge   

Offshore aquaculturee   

Commercial fishing (except as 
indicated below)e 

  

           Demersal trawl   

           Demersal gillnet   

           Demersal longline   

a Recreational fishing is managed by the states. All state rules and regulations (e.g. size and bag limits) will 
apply in Commonwealth marine reserves unless otherwise specified in statutory management plans 

b Approval will be required for these activities (e.g. registration, general approval or individual permit) in 
Marine National Park Zones (IUCN Category II) 

c As currently applies, individual project assessment and approval is required by the Director of National 
parks and under the Environment Protection and Biodiversity Conservation Act 1999 as Commonwealth 
marine areas are protected as a matter of national environmental significance 

d Ballast water exchange is managed under national arrangements. Restrictions may apply in sensitive 
areas.  

e Approval will be required for these activities (e.g. registration, general approval or individual permit) in 
multiple use and special purpose zones 

 
Table 1: Proposed zones and activities allowed within each zone for the South-West Bioregional Plan 
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MARINE BIOREGIONAL PLANNING 
 
 

What about the North Region?  
 

The Government has advised that the draft North Bioregional Plan is aiming to be 

released in August 2011 for a 90 day consultation period. A socio economic study of 

the proposed plan will begin during this consultation period and will include case 

studies on individuals impacted by the proposal. It is expected that the socio economic 

study will be completed within a few months of the consultation period. 
 

 

When do the FINAL plans come out? 
 

A final network of marine reserves for the South-West, North-West, North and East 

region is expected to be established in 2012. 
 

 

How can I contribute? 
 

Once the Draft North Bioregional Plan is released (expected in August 2011) there is a 

90 day period available for stakeholders to compile their submissions. In the first 

month of this three month comment period there will be “open days” for the general 

public to view the plans.  

 

The Northern Territory Seafood Council will work in conjunction with Queensland 

Seafood Industry Association, Northern Prawn Fishery and Pearling Producers 

Australia and the Department (SEWPaC) to ensure co-ordinated workshops for the 

seafood industry are held.  
 

All members are encouraged to obtain a copy of the Draft Plan, attend industry 

consultations activities, and meet with the SEWPaC staff to assist in determining the 

impacts of the proposal on their business(s) and the broader industry. 
 

 

How do I stay up to date? 
 

A draft marine bioregional plan and a Commonwealth marine reserve network 

proposal are currently being prepared for the North Marine Region. When these drafts 

are released for public consultation, notices will be published in the media and 

information sessions will be organised in coastal areas. 

 

Subscribe to email updates from the Department by sending an email to 

North.MarinePlan@environment.gov.au and type “Subscribe to North Marine Region 

email updates” in the subject header. 

 

Further information on the Commonwealth draft South-West Bioregional Plan please 

visit http://www.environment.gov.au/coasts/mbp/south-west/index.html 

mailto:North.MarinePlan@environment.gov.au
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        SeaNet Update 
 

 

 

The SeaNet NT YouTube site www.youtube.com/user/SeaNetNT now has 13 videos 

posted on its channel, with the latest being the fourth in the faces of fishing series, 

showing Barramundi fishing in the NT. There have been 15,000 views of the videos.  

 

Funding has again been received from Territory Natural Resource Management‟s 

Coastcare programme for NTSC and SeaNet NT to organise the Darwin Harbour 

Clean-Up. Those involved in last year‟s event have been contacted and new 

participants are being sought to make the day even more successful.  

 

The clean-up is planned for Tuesday July 5
th

 – a week day due to many participants 

being involved as part of their normal days work with agencies such as Darwin Port 

Corporation and NT Fisheries. The day also falls in the school holidays so we again 

hope to get children participating as a holiday activity. 

 

We will again be highlighting the fact that commercial fishermen collect marine debris 

as part of their regular operations at sea, but anyone who is keen to help out on the day 

is most welcome. Please contact Lyn before the day. 

 

The NT SeaNet Officer recently spent four days in NSW as part of a SeaNet and 

OceanWatch Australia get-together for training, administrative updates and an 

introduction for two new SeaNet Officers in Victoria and Western Australia.  

  

 
The SeaNet and OceanWatch Australia team 

 

For further information Lyn Lambeth can be contacted on 08 8981 5194 or 0421 054 274 

or by email lyn@oceanwatch.org.au 

 

http://www.youtube.com/user/SeaNetNT
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Safety poster now available  

New Mud Crab Code of Practice 
 

The updated Northern Territory Code of Practice for the 

Mud Crab Fishery has been printed and copies are 

available for those involved in catching, transporting, 

holding and selling Mud Crabs.  

 

The Code now includes practical information on 

optimising the post harvest survival of Mud Crabs from 

capture to point of sale. The revised Code has been 

guided by the results of research undertaken by 

Innovative Food Technologies (Primary Industries and 

Fisheries, Queensland) and developed with the 

assistance of the NT SeaNet Officer, Northern Territory 

Seafood Council and the NT Mud Crab Licensee Committee. 

 

The Code will be rolled out to industry in conjunction with fieldwork planned as part 

of a revision of the Mud Crab Fishery Environmental Management System (EMS). 

Copies will also be made available Australia-wide to wholesalers, processors and 

traders involved in handling Mud Crabs.  

 

Financial support for the printing of the Code has been provided by the Department of 

Employment, Economic Development and Innovation, Queensland and the Fisheries 

Research and Development Corporation. 
 

Can your mate count on you? 
 

A fishing safety poster has been produced by the 

Collaborative partnership for farming and 

fishing health and safety and the FRDC.  

 

Recent research funded by the partnership identified 

that there was a lack of awareness of occupational 

health and safety within the Australian fishing and 

aquaculture industry, and a culture of safety is 

generally lacking. The poster aims getting the safety 

message out there in a simple format and raise 

awareness of the legislative requirements of all boat 

owners and skippers.  

 

The poster is now available for collection at the 

Northern Territory Seafood Council office. 

 

A recent report “Health and Safety in the Australian 

Fishing Industry” is available at 

 https://rirdc.infoservices.com.au/items/11-021 

 

 

https://rirdc.infoservices.com.au/items/11-021
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No Access to Frances Bay Mooring Basin 

 
The Frances Bay Mooring Basin (duckpond) is again due for maintenance on the 

locks. Repair work is scheduled to take place from the 1
st
 August 2011 which will 

result in the duckpond being closed for approximately a three week period. 

 

Simultaneously, mooring pile restoration and the fitting of bollards to assist with 

securing of vessels will be undertaken. Water levels will be dropped to 3.5m to carry 

out this work. 

 

The Darwin Port Corporation has committed to work with industry to minimise 

disruptions to seafood operations during this time. Please contact the Seafood Council 

either in person or phone 8981 5194 or email admin@ntsc.com.au with any specific 

concerns and issues surrounding this closure. 

 

For specific updates on Frances Bay Mooring Basin, contact Peter Raines, 

General Manager City Wharves, Darwin Port Corporation on 8981 9130. 

 

 

Robert Ladlow Training Scholarship 
 

In recognition of his leadership and passion for the seafood industry, a new 

scholarship, the Robert Ladlow Training Scholarship has been developed. The 

scholarship has been developed out of a new NT Seafood Grants Fund, which is now 

available to people in the fishing and seafood industry. 

 

Through efforts by members from NTSC and PITAC, this fund and scholarship has 

been set up to assist in the training and further education of people in the Northern 

Territory Seafood Industry. 
 

The first recipient of the Robert Ladlow Training Scholarship will be announced at the 

NT Seafood Industry Ball and Awards on Saturday 5th August 2011.  
 

Robert was an advocate of sustainability well before it became a fashionable buzz 

word in the 1990s, Robert also recognised the value, and supported the appropriate 

delivery, of education and training to industry participants towards achieving that goal.  

 

The seafood industry award that now bears his name is a fitting testament to that 

belief. Robert Ladlow died in Darwin of cancer on 4 April 2005 at the age of 48. 
 

Anyone involved in the seafood industry is eligible to receive funding to be used to 

invest in their own and/or the industry‟s development with respect to training. Funding 

could be used to assist in upgrading or obtaining seafood industry qualifications or 

supporting small projects to assist the industry. 

 

For further information about the NT Seafood Grants Fund: 

Contact Eddie Morgan at PITAC on 8981 0055 
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Access to Waters Overlying Aboriginal Land 
 

Since July 2008 the Northern Territory Government and Land Councils have been in 

negotiations regarding access to waters overlying the intertidal zone. 
 

A round of consultations with traditional owners throughout the Territory coastal areas 

was completed earlier this year by the Northern Land Council and NT Government. 

During these consultations the Governments settlement proposal was presented and the 

concept of developing an indigenous fishing corporation has been discussed, noting 

funding for such a body would be sought from the Commonwealth Government. 
 

At its most recent Full Council meeting, the Northern Land Council has extended 

interim arrangements to remain in place until 31
st
 December 2011. The Anindilyakwa 

Land Council continues to be supportive of interim arrangements whilst good faith 

negotiations are underway.  
 

The Tiwi Land Council has chosen not to extend the interim arrangements requiring 

recreational fishers to pay for permits and commercial fishers to enter into negotiated 

agreements to fish in waters overlying Aboriginal land on Melville and Bathurst 

Islands (Tiwi Islands). 
 

The NTSC policy is continually being reviewed and the Board at its May 2011 

meeting deemed it to still be applicable and reiterated that the NTSC continue to 

proceed in a manner which supports the current negotiation framework being finalised 

to have a single, seamless overarching agreement in place. 
 

To view NTSC Policy Paper No. 5: Negotiating Commercial Access to waters over 

Aboriginal land visit follow the link below: 

www.ntsc.com.au/policies/Paper_5_Negotiating_Commercial_Access_to_waters_

over_aboriginal_land.pdf  

 

 

Upgrade of Power Outlets 
 

The Darwin Port Corporation undertook a review of electrical 

fittings in the Frances Bay Mooring Basin and as a result has 

advised that an upgrade of electrical outlets throughout the facility 

is required.  

 

The upgrade is proposed to commence on 1
st
 August 2011 and will 

start fitting Residual Current Devices (RCD) to all power outlets 

throughout the basin.  

 

DPC has advised that there could be some inconvenience to boat 

operators, who may need to upgrade their vessels electrical 

systems to accommodate these changes, to receive an un-interrupted supply. 

 

For further information contact Peter Raines, General Manager City Wharves, 

Darwin Port Corporation on 8981 9130. 

http://www.ntsc.com.au/policies/Paper_5_Negotiating_Commercial_Access_to_waters_over_aboriginal_land.pdf
http://www.ntsc.com.au/policies/Paper_5_Negotiating_Commercial_Access_to_waters_over_aboriginal_land.pdf
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Why Buy Local? 
 
Results of the recent consumer surveys undertaken by the 

Seafood Council, showed resounding proof that for the 

majority of consumers surveyed over a 12 month period 

agreed that country of origin of seafood is more important 

than price.  Consumers indicated they would be willing to 

pay 25% more for a „local, wild-caught‟ seafood product 

than a similar option sourced from overseas.   

 

Consumers also displayed a preference for seafood clearly 

labelled as Australian more than a similar product without 

an origin label; irrespective of the fact under the NT 

seafood labelling requirements both products would be 

sourced from Australia  

 

According to the manager of Woolworths Alice Springs, 

using the latest Support NT Caught initiative, branded Gill 

Tags, resulted in all their NT Seafood selling out in two hours.  Gill Tags have also 

been spotted at the Fish & Chip Shop at Hibiscus Shopping Centre, Darwin Fish 

Markets and Mr. Barra.  It goes without saying locals like buying local…. 

 

Support NT Caught went directly to the consumer this year by:  

 Printing of 1000 brilliant blue Gill Tags 

 Advertising and editorial in Darwin Life, This Week in Darwin and the Darwin 

Palmerston Sun and NT News 

 A 10,000 print run of 9 Seafood Recipe Cards  

 A facebook site   

 Partnership promotions with influential Darwin restaurateurs 

 Features in Northern Territory Food Tours and destination showcase events  

 

Many of these opportunities saw NTSC Members and proactive Seafood Wholesalers 

and Retailers Support NT Caught and gain the benefits of growth in sales and 

awareness.   The NTSC looks forward to another year of cooperative targeted Support 

NT Caught promotion which aims to strengthen the brand of Territory seafood, 

whether it‟s for sale in the Territory, interstate or overseas. 

 

 

Need some help finding workers? 
 

The Northern Territory Government offers financial assistance for businesses to work 

closely with highly skilled business improvement consultants in achieving better 

business performance through workforce planning. Successful applicant businesses 

will be provided with a rebate for consultant services of $5000 to $10 000 depending 

on the number of staff. 

 

For more information, contact the local Client Manager on 8999 5096 for Darwin, 

Katherine and Nhulunbuy or visit www.nt.gov.au/business  
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Seafood Industry Farewell’s Anna Cronin 
 

In May 2011, Anna Cronin resigned from her position of CEO of WAFIC and Chair of 

National Seafood Indutry Alliance (NSIA). Anna‟s contributions to the seafood 

industry, particularly as Chair of the NSIA will be missed. It is understood that Guy 

Leyland will be acting as CEO for WAFIC for the coming months.  

 

Following Anna‟s resignation, Katherine Sarneckis, CEO Northern Territory Seafood 

Council was appointed as the new Chair of NSIA. Katherine is keen to see the 

momentum which NSIA has generated to continue. A review of NSIA‟s priorities will 

be undertaken in the coming months, of which the outcomes will be broadly 

distributed. 

 

 

Cooperative Research for Trepang Industry  
 

Early last year Tasmanian Seafoods P/L and the NT government‟s Darwin 

Aquaculture Centre (DAC) began a three and a half year collaborative R&D project to 

address key commercial constraints to achieving the company‟s vision of trepang 

ranching and ultimately stock enhancement of the wild fishery. 

 

Both the company and the DAC are members of the Seafood Cooperative Research 

Council (CRC) allowing them to work in partnership to deliver industry-identified 

outcomes. The DAC has been contracted by the CRC to develop trepang hatchery and 

nursery production methods that are more reliable and efficient, while Tasmanian 

Seafoods are focusing on technological developments of all stages of production, 

including pilot ranching trials and pond-based growout trials.  

 

The company has established an agreement with the community of Umbakumba on 

Groote Eylandt to look at the economic viability of ranching and development 

opportunities for local people in the area.  The first release of 10 000 juveniles is due 

to happen in June 2011 off Groote Eylandt. Their growth will be monitored over the 

following 12 months during regular stock surveys.  

 

Meanwhile, the DAC has its own ranching site off South Goulburn Island in 

partnership with the Warruwi community. This project is part of an international 

project with the Philippines and Vietnam, funded by Australian Centre for 

International Agriculture & Research and WorldFish, to develop trepang ranching as a 

low technology activity that may offer a suitable supplementary livelihood for coastal 

dwellers. The trial at Goulburn Island will also see the first release of juveniles in June 

2011. Both ranching trials have been conducted using similar methodologies so that 

the data can be pooled and a better understanding of what makes a good ranching site 

can be gained.     

 

Tasmanian Seafoods have recently undertaken a community training activity to show 

locals how to process trepang. They are now assisting the Umbakumba community to 

construct their own processing facility in preparation for the day they will grow and 

harvest their own seafood products. 
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NT Labelling Laws Research Update 
 

The NT Fish Retailer seafood labelling laws had been in place for 16 months when 

this project commenced and the projects aimed  to formally measure the impact the 

labelling laws were having along the supply chain, and whether the labelling laws had 

lead to changes in seafood purchasing behaviour at a food supply level, as well as with 

consumers. 

 

This research has now been completed and the survey 

results demonstrated that in general the laws were 

supported by both the food service sector and 

consumers although there was a degree of confusion as 

to what the labelling laws involved, and a general lack 

of awareness that the legislation was in place.  There 

was certainly a high level of consumer support for 

seafood labelling laws that identified what products 

are imported.  They also highlighted supply chain 

challenges and opportunities for the seafood industry 

and food service sector.  

 

The survey showed that the source of seafood has not 

changed dramatically as a result of the labelling laws, 

but there has been a drop in the use of imported 

product provided by seafood wholesale suppliers to 

fish retailers.   

 

The NTSC would like to take this opportunity to thank the following businesses for 

their significant contribution to the research project; 

 

 The Beachfront Hotel 

 Buzz Cafe 

 Captains Seafood Takeaway 

 Casuarina All Sports Club 

 Char Restaurant @ Admiralty 

 The Chip and Fish Bar 

 Stokes Hill Wharf Eateries - 

(Choong Enterprises) 

 Red Salt  - Crowne Plaza 

Darwin 

 Darwin Fishermen's Wharf 

Eatery 

 Darwin Trailer Boat Club  

 Hanuman Restaurant Darwin 

 Loong Fong Seafood Restaurant 

– Darwin Airport Hotel 

 Moorish Café 

 Nightcliff Fish & Chips 

 The Noodle House Mitchell 

Street 

 Shenanigans Irish Pub 

 Il Piatto  - SKYCITY Darwin 

 Tasty House 

 Tim's Surf 'N' Turf  

 Tree Top Restaurant - 

Mirambeena Resort Darwin 

 Darwin Fish Market 

 Mr. Barra 

 Fish NT 

 Neptune‟s Warehouse 

 Mr. Prawn. 

 

The final report will be posted on the NTSC website in July 2011. 
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2011 Seafood Gala Ball and Award Tickets Now Available 
 

The 2011 Seafood Gala Ball and 

Awards will this year be held at the 

Holiday Inn Esplanade Darwin on 

Saturday 6
th

 August 2011.  

 

The night is set to yet again be a huge 

success with live music, industry 

members, Ministers, Government and 

supporting businesses all gathering to 

have a night of fun and indulgence.  

The multiple course menu features 

local seafood product, including pearl 

meat which is sure to delight. 

 

Tables for 10 people and individual tickets are now available for the 2011 Seafood 

Gala Ball and Awards by contacting the Northern Territory Seafood Council. 

Bookings are essential as tickets are limited.  
 

 

Renewing Fishing Licences 
 

The 2011/12 licensing renewal period is upon us.  To ensure your renewals are 

processed as quickly as possible by Fisheries make sure you are aware of all the 

requirements you need to fulfil (information is supplied in the documentation provided 

with your renewals notice). 

 

Fisheries have advised that incomplete applications will be returned and this may 

delay the time taken to renew your licence.  

 

Licence holders are reminded that lodgement of your application is not an approval. 

You will be notified by Fisheries when your application has been approved.  

 

 

Returning Logbooks 
 

Fisheries will be taking a more stringent approach to outstanding logbook returns from 

1 July 2011.  Following a review which revealed on average 100 late returns a month 

the Department has decided to take a more stringent approach to outstanding returns.  

 

Licence holders who fail to get their monthly returns in on time will now be receiving 

a reminder letter, then follow up phone call. In the event that the return is still 

outstanding the matter will be referred to the Water Police for investigation and may 

result in a fine or prosecution. 

 

A letter from Fisheries will be sent to all licence holders shortly outlining the new 

follow up process.  

Book your tickets early for the seafood night of nights! 
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Improving Fishing Practices Project 
 

Work is well underway on the Australian Government-funded project revising or 

developing the Environmental Management Systems (EMS) or Codes of Practice for 

five fisheries in the NT. Workshops have been held for the Aquarium, Mud Crab, 

Coastal Line and Offshore Net and Line fisheries. A workshop for the Demersal 

Fishery is planned for August. 
 

A draft EMS has been developed for each 

of the four fisheries involved in the 

process so far.  
 

The EMS not only looks at risks to the 

environment but also considers the how 

the fishery is perceived by the general 

public in terms of its environmental 

impact. A fishery which may have a low 

risk when considered purely scientifically 

may be considered high risk by the general public. The workshops and the subsequent 

EMS identifies actions to manage both environmental and public perception risks.  
 

Some of the actions emerging from the workshops and subsequent discussions include 

updating and more widely circulating the Codes of Practice developed by each fishery, 

improving communications for licence lessees (especially with regard to current 

regulations and regulation changes), promoting the EMS and environmental 

performance of the industry broadly within the community and developing a guide to 

resuscitating turtles for inclusion in the Offshore Net & Line Fishery EMS. 
 

The next step is to circulate the EMS drafts to industry for comment. Further input will 

be gathered during boat and site visits in Darwin, Nhulunbuy, Borroloola and Roper 

River.  
 

The two year project is funded under the Australian Government‟s Caring for our 

Country initiative. 

 

Coming Events 
 

Event Date Venue 

Barramundi Fishery MAC 30
th
 June 2011 Berrimah Farm 

Darwin Harbour Clean Up 5
th
 July 2011 Darwin Harbour 

NTSC Board Meeting 5
th
 August 2011 NTSC, conference room 

NT Seafood Gala Ball and Awards 
Night 

6
th
 August 2011 Holiday Inn, Esplanade 

Seafood Directions 23 ï 25
th
 October 2011 Gold Coast 

Australian Seafood Industry Awards 25 October 2011 Gold Coast 

NTSC Board Meeting 11
th
 November 2011 NTSC, conference room 

NTSC AGM 12
th
 November 2011 TBA 
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Industry Support Fund Contributors 
The quick and generous response from industry to make voluntary donations to the 

Industry Support Fund has raised (at the time of printing) $5,850 which will be used to 

further enhance initiatives under the Support NT Caught campaign.  The Board has 

identified key priority areas for the spending of these funds and encourages members 

to make a contribution before the 5
th

 August 2011 Board meeting. 

 

$600 Donation 

Douglas Neville 

$450 Donation 

Norm Hedditch 

Sherwood Thorbjornsen 

$300 Donation 

Carmel Ball and Ziko Ilic 

Steve Hinge 

Barbara and Brian Koennecke  

$150 Donation 

Adam Body  

Australia Bay Seafoods 

Bill Passey 

Bob Richards & Julii Tyson 

Bruce and Vera Lamont 

Con Hatzistergos 

Gary Kessell 

$150 Donation 

Graham Davies 

Helen Pretty 

Hong van Tran and Thi Be Tran 

Irene Hatzistergos 

Jeff Newman 

John O‟Ryan & Maxine O‟Ryan 

Karel Fiket 

Mabunji Aboriginal Association 

Ngoc Thu Vo 

Ngoc Thuy Vo 

P & M Giannakopolous 

Peter Ince 

Rob Lowden 

Stephen Stott 

Tasmanian Seafoods Pty Ltd 

Tech Meng Tang 
 

Contact Irawan on 8981 5194 or email admin@ntsc.com.au to make a donation 

mailto:admin@ntsc.com.au

