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Support NT Caught 
 

Territory consumers will be the biggest 

supporters of a óbuy localô seafood campaign 

launched on the 11
th
 November 2009. 

 

A recent survey by the council found that 93.6 % 

of Darwin consumers were prepared to pay 

$10.00 - an extra $1.50 - for a hypothetical 

barramundi burger using local instead of 

imported fish. Nearly 90% said they preferred to 

buy local over imported seafood, but 50% said 

they were unaware that 70% of seafood sold in 

Australia is imported. 

 

What mattered most to the 150 people surveyed 

is that their fish is caught locally and that itôs 

fresh. 

 

ñWe have seen a big shift in awareness since 

the Governmentôs seafood labelling laws came 

in last November,ò said Chairman of the 

Northern Territory Seafood Council, Rob Fish. 

 

ñThe Territory is promoted for its iconic 

Barramundi, yet many tourists have been 

horrified to find they were in fact eating imports from overseas,ò he said. 

 

The seafood industry has launched the Support NT Caught campaign to raise 

awareness about the quality and variety of local seafood, promote the men and women 

who catch it, and inform consumers of where they can buy it. 
 

www.supportntcaught.com.au  

Above: Sue and Barbara at the Support NT 
Caught launch, La Beach Restaurant 

Above: Keep your eyes peeled for the Support 
NT Caught logo in participating outlets 
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Quick Read 
 

3D Seismic Survey 
PGS will be undertaking a 

broad spectrum seismic 

survey across Territory 

waters beginning around 

mid December 2009. 

 

Executive Director 

Resigns 
NT Fisheries Executive 

Director, Heather Brayford, 

farewelled the NT on 30
th
 

September 2009. Mr Ian 

Curnow is currently acting 

in the position. For more 

information see page 10. 

 

Get Online! 
A new website has been 

launched for the campaign: 

www.supportntcaught.co

m.au 

 

 

 
 

 

Website Upgrade 
NTSC website has also been 

given a fresh new look. 

Visit www.ntsc.com.au and 

check it out! 

 

New FRDC Board 

Members 
The FRDC has appointed a 

new board, with two 

returning and five new 

directors, appointed for a 

three year term ending on 

31 August 2012. Heather 

Brayford (ex NT 

Fisheries) and Brett 

McCallum (Pearl 

industry) are two of the 

new directors. 

 

Chairmanôs Report 
 

Merry Christmas everyone and 

hereôs looking to a great 2010.  

Iôm going to ignore the problems 

for now - it is Christmas after all.  

 

We enter 2010 with the launch of 

the Support NT Caught campaign.  

The public support from 

everywhere has been fantastic.  

On behalf of the industry I would 

like to thank Katherine, the staff 

at Michels Warrens Munday and 

Boab Designs for their work in 

delivering such a professional and 

captivating campaign.  And 

thanks to those industry members who have helped 

directly with the campaign ï yes, Ray, Vera, Matt, Ziko 

and Carmel you make great pin up boys and gals!  On a 

serious note now we have the platform to really sell 

ourselves ï lets make 2010 the year where we put the 

fishing industry back on the map. 

 

The Council has recently had its AGM and I would like to 

welcome Mike Fraser to the Board.  Mike has been a 

strong contributor to the Council over the years and I look 

forward to working more closely with Mike in his new 

role as Deputy Chair of the Council.  I would also like to 

thank members for returning me as Chair ï I may joke 

about the frustrations of Government etc but the reality is 

the role is very rewarding and where else would I get to 

have my weekly discussion with Mr Mundy.  Merry 

Christmas Peter!! 

 

Well itôs the end of the year so I thought I might try 

something different to keep your brains awake.  It may be 

that Iôm just trying to sell you quota a different way, Iôll 

let you decide.  Just have a think about the following and 

maybe let me know how you would fix the problem!! 

 

ñTwo skippers are ready to go to sea.  Lucky buggers 

have the only two licences in a great little fishery.  The 

night before the season starts they sit in different pubs 

with their crews discussing the plans for the season.   

   

http://www.supportntcaught.com.au/
http://www.supportntcaught.com.au/
http://www.ntsc.com.au/
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When I say discussing I mean they start off discussing get 

drunk and talk nonsense but we are all pretty good at that!!! 

 

Both skippers know if they delay the start of the season by a 

month or so and work together they will both catch about thirty 

tonnes for the season. 

 

Both skippers tell their crews however that if they go to sea 

early and fish hard they could catch fifty tonnes, while the other 

boat is still in the duckpond! 

 

Both skippers also know if each betrays the other and both go 

to sea early they will have to fish for the whole year and may 

only catch 15 tonnes.  

 

Each skipper must now discuss options for the upcoming 

season with their respective crews.  What should their decisions 

be ï chase the fifty tonnes?   

 

And this is just two boats ï imagine there is five, ten or even 

fifty!!ò  

 
 

Rob Fish 

Chairman ï Northern Territory Seafood Council 

 

 

 Lessening the Tyranny of Distance 
For many years mortality in the supply chain of NT mud crabs 

has been an issue to industry, wholesaler and retailer alike.   

 

Crab losses have been reported at between 4 and 10% and up to 

35% in extreme conditions. A 10% loss to the QLD and NT 

commercial mud crab fishery represents about 120 tonnes of 

crabs per year. That equates to an approximate retail value of 

around $2 million.  

 

Recently completed research won the 2009 NT Seafood 

Industry Research and Development award for their 

identification of key recommendations to overcome these 

mortality challenges. 

 

For more information check out FRDC Final Report Project 

No. 2003/240 Maximising revenue within the NT Mud Crab 

Fishery by Enhancing Post-Harvest Survival of Mud Crabs. 

Quick Read 
 

Barra Buyback 
The NT Government has 

secured 23 Barramundi 

licence units as part of the 

30 unit voluntary buyback. 

Negotiations are continuing 

with individuals for the 

remaining units. 

 

E-Newsletter 
You can now register for 

your electronic copy of 

Seafood Council News by 

emailing ntsc@ntsc.com.au  

 

Have Your Say 
The Bureau of Meteorology 

is inviting stakeholders to 

participate in its HF weather 

services survey at 

http://www.bom.gov.au/m

arine/index.shtml 

 

Construction Snapshot 
The Department of Planning 

and Infrastructureôs 

Construction Snapshot, 

September 2009 edition has 

just been released. Visit 

www.nt.gov.au/constructio

nsnapshot to view the 

report. 

 

Christmas Hours 
The NT Seafood Council 

offices will remain open 

over the Christmas period, 

with the exception of the 

public holidays on the 25
th
, 

28
th
 December and 1

st
 

January 2010. 

 

Tax Ruling  
A new ruling on 

depreciating life for 

commercial vessels and 

support assets will apply to 

depreciating assets acquired 

from 1 July 2009. More 

information is available 

from the ATO by contacting 

Jeff Bartley 07 32135021. 

jeff.bartley@ato.gov.au  

mailto:ntsc@ntsc.com.au
http://www.bom.gov.au/marine/index.shtml
http://www.bom.gov.au/marine/index.shtml
http://www.nt.gov.au/constructionsnapshot
http://www.nt.gov.au/constructionsnapshot
mailto:jeff.bartley@ato.gov.au
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North Marine Region Update  
In September 2009 a seminar was held in Darwin to inform stakeholders on the 

progress of the marine bioregional planning process including the development of 

Areas for Further Assessment (AFAôs) for the North Marine Region.  

 

The AFAôs are areas which the Department of Environment, Heritage, Water and the 

Arts wish to further examine with a view to establishing a network of marine parks 

which are indicated below. 

 

 
 

The current timelines and processes adopted by the Department are causing industry 

serious concern. These concerns have been flagged by the National Seafood Industry 

Alliance (NSIA) to the Minister for Environment, the Hon. Peter Garrett who has 

undertaken to seek advice on how the current timetable and processes can be improved 

to ensure stakeholders are effectively engaged.  

 

Further information about the Commonwealth Marine Bioregional Planning can be 

obtained from: http://www.environment.gov.au/coasts/mbp/index.html 

 

 

Changes to 457 Visa Program 
On 14 September 2009 major reforms to sponsoring overseas workers under the 

Subclass 457 visa program came into force.  For more information about the changes 

please visit the Dept of Immigration and Citizenship's website, or contact Regional 

Outreach Officer, Pat Illidge in Darwin on 8901 6140. For further information visit the 

website: http://www.immi.gov.au/skilled/whats_new_457.htm 

http://www.environment.gov.au/coasts/mbp/index.html
http://www.immi.gov.au/skilled/whats_new_457.htm


 

 5 

Ask if itôs local and Support NT Caught 
 

Fishmongers, supermarkets, restaurants and retailers selling local seafood can get 

involved and Support NT Caught at no cost by: 

 

 Supporting local - Selling and promoting locally caught seafood. 

 

 Posters - Displaying Support NT Caught posters at point of sale or at dining 

venues. Interested retailers can contact the Northern Territory Seafood Council 

for their free set of six Support NT Caught posters. 

 

 Recipe cards - Displaying and distributing Support NT Caught recipe cards. 

Contact the Northern Territory Seafood Council for your free Support NT 

Caught recipe cards. 

 

 Media - We will be trying to attract positive media coverage for the industry 

and supporters. Please advise us of good stories that would contribute to the 

success of the campaign. 

 

 Packaging and Advertising - Wholesalers and retailers can use the Support NT 

Caught logo on local produce sent interstate or overseas or in any local 

advertising of local seafood. 

 

 Using the Support NT Caught logo Please contact the Northern Territory 

Seafood Council to use the Support NT Caught logo in promotional materials, 

displays and advertising.  

 

 Window Stickers ï NTSC members can grab a sticker for their vehicle and 

vessel to show they Support NT Caught! 

 

 Stickers ï small round 55mm 

metallic stickers are available 

for purchase for use on boxes, 

packages, vacuum packsé 

wherever!  

 

 Did you know??? The eye in 

the logo is representative of 

the eye of the consumer? 
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2009 NT Seafood Industry Award Winners 
 
Seafood Industry Icon Award - Winner: Ziko Ilic  

Sponsor: Northern Territory Seafood Council 

Zikoôs enthusiasm and passion for the industry is evident in all of his business ventures where 

he is constantly breaking new ground. His passion to lead industry in areas such as value 

adding, sustainability and marketing improve not only the performance of his own 

investments, but the industry as a whole.  

 
Seafood Restaurant Award ï Winner : La Beach Restaurant 

Sponsor: Northern Seafoods Pty Ltd 

Back to back winners of Seafood Restaurant Award for 2007 and 2009 La Beach Restaurant, 

Cullen Bay, has proven to be the best seafood restaurant in Darwin. La Beach Restaurantsô 

great beachside atmosphere and exquisite menu featuring some of the Territoryôs freshest and 

finest seafood is a winning combination for a fabulous seafood dining experience. 

 

Seafood Industry Producer Award ï Winner : Sherwood Thorbjornsen 

Sponsor: NT Government, Department of Regional Development, Primary Industry, Fisheries 

and Resources  

Sherwood Thorbjornsen has been involved in the mud crab fishery for a number of years, 

initially through the provision of transport services from remote crabbing areas into Darwin. 

Continually implementing improvements all along the supply chain from the capture of the 

crab, through to the packaging and transport to clients has resulted in a reputation as a premier 

supplier of crab within the Territory. 

 

Seafood Industry Promotion Award ï Winner: Humpty Doo Barramundi  

Sponsor: NT Government, Department of Planning and Infrastructure 

Humpty Doo Barramundi, a family owned and operated business has grown from a small trial 

base to be one of the five largest Barramundi production businesses in Australia with annual 

production currently around 400 tones p/a and increasing. Humpty Doo Barramundi has both 

initiated and supported a wide range of promotional activities with partner organisations 

sharing a common interest in promoting Territory produce. 

 

Research and Development Award ï Winner: NT Crab Fishermenôs Association and 

Innovative Food Technologies, QPI&F 

Sponsor:  Fisheries Research and Development Corporation 

The project Maximising Revenue within the NT Mud Crab Fishery by Enhancing Post-

Harvest Survival of Mud Crabs has received overwhelming support from harvesters, 

wholesalers and the retail sector for its research into improving the survivability and 

improved vigor of live mud crabs.  

 

Seafood Training Award ï Winner : Indigenous Development Unit (NT Fisheries) 

Sponsor:  NT WINS ï women in seafood 

The NT Fisheries Indigenous Development Unit over the past few years have successfully run 

workshops and developed a Certificate II Fisheries Compliance course which has been used 

to train marine rangers.  

 

Environment Award  ï Winner : Aquatic Biosecurity Unit (NT Fisheries) 

Sponsor:  Darwin Port Corporation 

Despite the high vessel traffic and known instances of pests being transported into the 

Territory the Aquatic Biosecurity Unit have been consistently working behind the scenes to 

ensure the seafood industry can continue to operate in a pristine environment.  
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2009 NT Seafood Industry Gala Ball & Awards 
Photographs from the night are available from the Northern Territory Seafood Council  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 


